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CHAP, 1. 


Oui lives difcolourM with our prefent ’W0Cs>, 

May flill glow bright^and fmile with happiei ho^i,. 




Estella continued three weeks at 
the caflle of Stralzi, and daily found her 
fituation jmore pleafing. She would 
indeed live been happy, had not the 


uncertaiuty fire laboured under concern- 
ing Madame Veldentz, harrafied her 
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mind ; and had not the remembrance of 
Sigil’mund p&oved a perpetua|[ft)urc€ of 
forrow ! 

She had in conformity to the Baronefs’s 
advice, written to the Abbefsof St. Clare 
concerning Madame Veldentz, and had 
received an anfwer with ftrong aflurances 
that that lady had never written or 
made any enquiries concerning her 
at |he Convent, and protefting total 
igii)rance of every thing that regarded 
hei-. 

In reply to the letter written by 
Baronefs Stralzi, the Abbefs Amply 
related the very little (he kt^w relative 
to Eftella: which was, that Madame 
Veldentz had applied to her to receive a 
young perfon as boarder, of whom fhc 
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h^d hAid tjie charge from ii\jrancy, and 
wham (he was conftrained for a time to 
quit; prSmtfin^ at the fame time, *to 
fend an annual fiittn for her maintenance. 
She then dated her furprife at finding 
the Cottage v^^ted, tyhen (he went to 
feek the you*^ perfon committed to her 
care; and, coMluded with affigning the 
impropriety of EfteHa’s condijdl, in redd- 
ing for above a fortnight in Count 
Ifeuhargb’s Cadle, to be the caufe of 
her refufing her admittance to her 
Convent. ■ 

Happily > for -Eftdla, flic had Ijccn 
fiaeere in the part of her narra- 
tive ^at ^^lated t»,!What the Abbefs had 
as the Baronefs was 
ac;|^^|ed real caufe of her 

lemaitiitig under* the' roof of Ifenburgh, 

a.2 



FUGITIVE OF 


4f 


the Ietter\)f the Abbefe made no differ- 
ence in her behaviour ; or alteration in 
her fenUments towards her. 

Whilft Eftella was hap|)y in the atten- 
tions and kind of the Mar- 

chionefs and Baronefi^ ^S^i|ood humour- 
ed freedom of the Biirimvifwko foon loft 
the prejudice he had at firft imbibed), and 
grew even accuftoo^ed to the referve 
and aufterity of the ‘Marquis, thd con- 
duct of PalametS^lied her with vexatiota. 
He'feemed to coUi^ Offportunities of find- 
ing her alone, aaad Iil| fucceeded, 
generally comineicl^’»nfi^' Rilf^Med 
lentences, expreofvd^tiMiifii^dlfetiy-e 
he had to fdrve aid with 

whidi '(he' ‘ had 

feentin^y Oonftifbdi^ off 

hisconvtrfitioii, and reotola 1 
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He vifihly obferved her every aAion 
with the ftridteft fcrutiny; his eyes, 
even in corapj^y,' were perpetuaHy 
fixed upon her cmintenance ; aiid when 
any thing relative to her hiftory was 
mentioned,, he^^^l^WW^ with a degree 
of avidity ti;ij|^;^riyed him of all 
circumfp«Sdmi. , 

The particularity oi his^Coijdudt was fo 
evident to EiteUa^ tj3U|t hi^r apprehenfions 
exceffive, and.perpefiia], left it 
(bould be obferved by any part oJ- his" 
family* Fw if, lu lh| love was 

the would not 

therllaipa, and Sfi|dia|i(,fppoa making 
the withdraw from 

l^onr. and prote^ion ; and 
wpuld again be thrown 
upon t^e world, helplels and deditute t 
8*3 
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Tiiefe *diftrefling reflections preyed 
upon her continually, and deprived 
her of tjie tranquillity (he might other- 
wife, in fome meafute, have tafted. 
She lichavcd fo Palamede with the 
moll frigid colduefs^ never addreffing 
him but when it was ttilly unavoid- 
able, and then with the utmoft re- 
fer ve. 

He feemed aware of the caufe'of her 
condndi, but niade not the fmalleft 
alteration in his own. 

About this jp^od the of Sti^hci 

was thrown into grent Tl^ 

Marchibnefs wa4 * Ihiaeil *with ah 
alarming fever, and the moft ' Ihtieus 
apprehenfions were entertained ftir her 
life. 
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Eflella's afljduities were unequalled: 
Ihe never quitted the tick chamber, 
adminiftered efery medicine with her 
own hands, and for feveral fucceffive 
nights refufed every intreaty of retiring 
to reft, but remaitied conftantly by the 
bedfide of the invalid. 

The Marchionefs’s gratitude was 

extreme ; but whiift (he thanked Eftclla 

for the boundlefs fare and attention flie 

beftdwed, intreated her to be mindful 

of her own health; aflliring her,«t]iat 

even if (he ftiould recover, her life 
* • 

would n^t J^e val^a.^Ie, if in folicitude 

her Qoavalef^ncev her kind young 

friend fltonld her own con- 

B 
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At 'the ^piratian of a-week, Eftefla 
enjoyed the very great h^pinefs of hear- 
ing the Marchionefs pronounced out of 
<luiger, and from that period her re- 
rov ery was rapid. 

Joy andtfeftivity again vifited the 
walls of Stratzi, and the grateful 
Marchionefs daily beftowed frelh marks 
of affe<5lion towards ' Edella, and pro- 
feffed for her the fincercft friend- 
fhip. 

Nothing can be more gratifying to 
the heart than th^ of having 

infpired a violent attachment; a«d the 
uncommon foUcitude difj^yed by 
Eflella during the iUnefa.^ the .Mar- 
chionefs, evinced fo of re* 
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gard, that the prepo^fefikn,* ihe had at 
firft inipired. Was ri^ettf d into a pen»a- 
nent aifedtion. 
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CHAP. II. 


U hy wilt thou Have thyforrows to conceal, 

Xor to my faithful car thy cares reveal f 

HOOLt*S 1»ASS0. 




liVERY day feemed to increafe the 
rfgard ' of tho towards 

Eftella, lieatt tot^ned a recipro- 

cal frlendfttip. 

She moft fincerely'"lH[^^^''f6 be' at 
liberty to relate every event of her life 
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to fuch an apparently warm friend ; 
and the fecrecy the was; conftrained to 
obferve was aft i^nceafing fource of 
vexation. 

The oonftant dread (he entertained 
that fome untoward accident might 
betray any part of her life that (he had 
fuppreffed, and the continual grief (he 
experienced for the death of Sigifmund, 
gave an air of profound melancholy to 
her countenance, that added to the 
intereft (he incited. 

One , j^iTij^,j^_.jwhe^ 

Baren^a’s. fhe felt an 

irrefiftable temptation ^o |^ndeayour to 
finilh a little miniature (he had attempt- 

tlieir fepara- 
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tion ; . and ‘ lyith the refemblance of 
^hich (he had* be&i fo ^udi fatisfidd, 
(he had pteferved it -with great 
care, though, of courfe, unable to go on 
with it, whilft a prifoner at Ifcnburgh’s 
Caftle. 

Tlie Barpi^el^ had been painting that 
morning; Infer colours and brulhes re- 
mained Oil the table. • Eflella was 
confident (he would not return for fome 
time, ((he having gone an airing with 
the jMarchionefs ;) therefwe taking out 
the little pidture^ and feating'herfelf at 
the fable, (he commenced the under- 
taking. 

Slie had been abowfe.miJ jh^- thus 
employed; and -to 
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Sigifraund grew more perfe^ with every 
ftrt^e of hei* bryfh. ' Quids ekfotbed ia 
the employment and etigfofled with 
the reflexions that his image brought to 
her recolleXion, ihe heard not the 
opening of the doori nor was the leaft 
confcious that the was obferved, till, 
happening to turn h6r head, (he perceiv- 
ed Palamede earneflly gazing at the 
pidure from behind her ihoulder ! 

An involuntary exclaniaiion of fur- 
prifie efcaped^hSM't and the miniature 
fell to the ground. 

Palamede icdlantiy picked it tip, and. 
refufinghet cameft entrejaties to reftore 
it, feeanoiii^|;azeoh|XMt^ m’lth the 
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“ How* does each day unfold your 
perfeflions, (be cried, ^without noticing 
her fupplications to return it)« This 
painting is really inimitable !” 

» “ ’Tis an attempt that does not 
deferve notice, (returned Eftella); I 
formerly learned that kind of drawing, 
and merely wilhed to fee if I had quite 
loft the talent.’* 

“ Whwe is thtt original ?" (enquired 
Palaraede). 

“ The original is— -I mean it is folely 
deftgned from finmy,” (replied Eftella 
with great he&talden)i 

“ Indeed!" (*etojt|pdP|4ajaicdp with 
a look of incmdulityX 
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“ Yes, indeed, (continued Eftella 
with Miesreafcdc^jjifufiop),; and it is lb 
very b^iy executed, that I |im' quite 
athamed of my performance.” 

“ And you ^ould really .perfuade me 
this is n*erely a fancy painting! (ex- 
claimed Palamede). Do you tfauik me 
fo -.^ngly*. tin^Utfed with the family 
credulity ?" 

i^ftella felt, hurt: there was an 
allufipn in the conclufion of his tpeech 
thaf and confounded her, and 

file pemail^ filentk 

“ I do not 'wifo to diftrefs you, (added 
Palamede), but interrogate your own 
heart ; t ^ufe to have 

fufpicipof ? Deal candi^y yritih me : 1 
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amnot 'onfy willing, but able to ferve 

you ; and j^ou may , rely ' upon my 

> 

fecrecy -and difcretion. I have long 
fought an opportunity of difcourfing 
with you alone; but you have avoided 

i 

me with fuch care, that the attempt till 
this morning has been fruitlefs. Do not 
look fo coldly upon me; I may be 
deficient in protejfathns of but I 

i 

^ope I cannot be accufed of failing in 
the performance of friendlhipl Look 
upon me then in future as your friend i 
and as the firll proof of y<H]r ccmfidence, 
I require, that if the perfon whofe 
f??tures,y9a have b^eU J^iating is 
de^ to y<m, you now ii^m of his 
name.”^ 

Eftdla li^#te At tfii&aAm of 
Pahme^e wkhpmfi^d tkmi^z md 
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for fome minutes after he done 
fpeaking, remained filent.and erabar- 

raffed : he again urged higr, in flfonger 

^ • 

terms tl\a^ to bcftow upon him 

her confidence^ and reveal the name of 
the original of Ijbe piflare. But though 
there was an undefcribable fomething 
in his manner, that rendered her half 
willing to ^ave complied,'' upon the 
(hadow of refi^o^ ftie found Ihe 
neither could, nor ought; and after a 
little hefitatipn 


“ Can you fuppjfe, Lord Palarocde, 
that ijf I unhappily had withheld any 
occurrence^'of, my life from Bamnefi; 
Stra^zi, 5t he indu<:ed to bellow 

my oonbdeac^ 


mifiruil fott » painful and 

. f’nb ^-ni, ttJ U V r 

humili»t4Bg If ft. I 
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am affuredly an objcd of commiferation, 
and *tis ungenerous to per&cute the 

unhappy. With refpecfl to the pidlure : 

• ^ 

I can fay no more than I have already 
uttered; and you will now, I hope, 
return it to me 

“ I give it you, (anfwered Palannede, 
putting the pidUire into her hand,) and 
with it this caution :-^arefully conceal 
it from my mother, from the Mar- 
chionefs nay, indeed, from every part of 
the» family. The £^ififes are too well 
known for the pretext of its being a 
fancy pitflure to gain belief. And at 
the fame time receive myaflurance that 
I will never betray you"^ 

Wi& thefe W)Q|4» hafrily 

q^ted apactliaitett, .|)Bavfrtg,.Eiiella 
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overwhelmed with perplexity. and fur- 
prize. From what he had uttered, it 
ajjpeared he had been acquainted witfi 
the perfoa of Sigifmund ; and Ihe 
determined ftridly to* follow his injunc- 
tion, with regard to concealing the 
miniature from all other eyes. 

With refpeft to the hints he had 
given, of her having concealed fome 
occUfrences of her life, after beftowing 
much reflexion on the fubjeil, (he 
concluded he fpoke from eon- 

jefture, and with the hopes of enfnar- 
ing her into a eonfeihen, if the faift had 
been ib. 

Fmm -that day a vtilble alteration 
to<A- ‘placfe ‘%tf'ih#^lK*laVioiir of Pala- 
raede ;« > no «^r- 
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tunities' pf converfing with her; no 
longer opprefled her with his regards ; 
and Eftella was very well fatisfied, even 
to have incurred his difpleafure, to be 
quit of the apprehenitons his attentions 
had created. 


JTHB POKES T 






CHAP. III. 


Up fpruigs thfi dance aiohg; the lighted domot 
Mi3t*d, and evolv'd, a thoufaxid fpfijjitly w*y«» 

The ghttcnUf lisourtcfilifes every pomp; 

The circle dee|»ei^ I beam'd from gaudy r<ibc«, 

Tapera, and fparklh^ gMll) 4 jnd radiant eyet, 

A foA elfulgence o'er dm pdlace 

VftOMPlOM 


Something fira down 

My Cpmu with lU weight. 


Preparations for a mafoued bail 

e^ra^Tc^ tti© a^t^tfoa ifef rodft of 

the idxabitaats of Siblzi C«|Uff , 
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The Baronefs, defigning it to be the 
moft fuperb and brilliant that had ever 
been given in that part of the country, 
fuperintended the decorative ornaments 
herfelf ; and, as neither expence nor 
trouble were fpared, and her tafle was 
exquifitely fanciful, the long fuite of 
rooms appropriated for the feene of 
gaiety, foon were fitted up in a fiyle of 
fplendid magnificence fearcely to be 
equalled. 

When the daftined evening arrived, 
the Baronefs was firenuous in her ar- 
guments, that Eftella fliould be pr^fent at 
a fpecies of amufement fo new to her. 

Eftella, who had bitherfo .^onfiucc 
herfelf to her aparj^etit , .when atij 
entertaimnents t«*ok .Caftif 
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(the very great affliflioii (he exfteriehced 
at the lofs of Sigifmund, depriving her 
of all relilh foi* fcenes of feftivity,. 
thotigh always importuned by the 
Baroiiefs to join them), firmly refitting 
every folicitation ; and, though even 
urged by the Marchiohefs, continued 
nofitive in her refufal. 

The Baronefs feetned chagrined; 
“ you are unaocouritahle, Eftella, ((he 
exclaimed peevifhly) ; nioft young people 
at your age would rejoice at the 
opportunity of partaking of fuch an 
amufement !” 

“ I am very fenfible of your good- 
nefs in deftring it, '‘Madam, (rfetiirned 
Ettella) but id my 'fituation, I ought 
not to ti{» f<hT kitt^nefs !'* 
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** Silly fcruples ! (replied the Baron- 
efs), have you no other objedion s” 

Eiiella paufed and heiitated : 

" Would it be proper. Madam, aftci 
[^the recent lofs of my friend ?” 

“ To what Mend do you allude, 
(enquired the ^Baronefs); you never 
mentioned the death of a friend, 
when you your hiftory !* Indeed, 

what friend bad you but Madam 
Vddenfz?” 

Eftella's cheeks Were dyed with the 
deepeft crimfon ; Ihe' jqfain ‘painfully 
experienced the tocmehts of duplicity : 
and it was fome minoaK before (he 
could *e|dy— in Builtocing aceeata. 


luded.” 


“ Theo, ime>d- 
(cried 
with’ the 

will no kwget' rOfofe. We in^'not 
alioti^ yoa' to nouriChi i9eiaflcsli«%<ifl«- 

fleakniw! ^ 
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in tjie idea of partaking of the night’s 
3xnufement;.ftipulating, however, that 
her drefe might be fuch as would not 

(S' 

attradi tdjfervation, and declaring herfelf 
incapahle of eng^iogjin any charader. 

The hour, at length, arrived, and 
the apartments were foon crowded with 
a numerous affeniblage of perfons in 
everjr variety of^charader. 

Eftella, in a iimple Uack do- 
mUio, entered the grand faloon with 
thp Marchionefs, and hoped, by the 
plainnets of her appearance, to pafs 
unnoticed. 

She was, however,. ,^iftaken ; a 
idirfl*, in the chara^ oif;4 magician, 
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fecraecl iiiftantly attraded By h6r fi- 
gure ; and, leaving fomc tnaiks ha- 
bited as dajmons, with wlyjm he 
had been in converfation, foUov^ed, 
and kept as Clofe to her and * the 
Marchionefs, as .the crowded K^m 
would permit. 

The Marchionds fuddenly com- 
plaining of . heat, propofed, feeking a 
cooler apartment : Eftelia inftantly af- 
fented, arid thOy endeavoured to gain 
a paffage through the crowded en- 
trancei but, in the attempt, were 
feparated. The Marchionefs, unable 
to make an effort, being forced back 
to the ball-room, •vtrhilft Eftelia, (un- 
known to t.'lherfelf, affifted by the^ 
magician,) Was hurried into one' of 
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the room’s appropriated for rtfreftj^ 
fiients. 

Upon perceiving that (he was di- 
vided from her friend, EftelJa expe- 
rienced fo much chagrin, that, for fe- 
veral minutes,- (he did not perceive 
that the magician was clofely attend- 
ing her. She fat down on a fofa 
clofely adjoining the entrance to the 
ball-room, vainly hoping that the 
Marchiohefs would pafs, and that ftie 
{hould be enabled to rejoin her. 

The magician feating himfdf near 
her, endeavoured to engage her in 
converftition ; the tone of- his voice 
was familiar, though it was evident 
he fought to di^tiife it, yet his at- 
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tempts were fruitlefs. Aa»ious con- 
cerning the Ma^R'liionels,. and morti- 
fied at having loft her protetfUoil for 
the evening, the could only return 
(hort and cold replies. He ftroqgly 
urged her to dance; Ihe refu%} in 
the moft decided manner : he con- 
tinued to intreat, when the appear- 
ance of two malks, in the charac- 
ters of Mentor and Telemachus, 
feemed to zttraA their joint attention. 

The maiks paufed as they approach- 
ed the fofa on which Eftella and the 
magician were feated; the latter rif- 
ing, made a circular form with his 
wand: M«Rh?r and Telemachus in- 
ftantly dwarfed* 

c 3 
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The tycs of Eftella involuntaiily 
; followed than. 

The toagkian regarded her for 
fome time in filence ; at length be 
f&id, 


" You appear interefled concerning 
the charafiers that have juft quitted 
this apartment !” 

“ Does not yout art enable 
you to divine my thoughts ?” (en- 
qu led Eftella.) “ Have you any 
t’nt >i'i’ wKh to conceal^ (return- 
t 1 the magician.) fiut why do I 
alk, acquainted as J am with your 
hiftory!” 
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Eftella made no reply ^ and the 
magician, after, attending a few irii- 
nutes in expe<fiation that flje wodkl 
fpeak, continued in a lower lone ; 

“ Yes, Eftella, every circqmlWce, 
of your life is known to me !” 

Eftella,' upon hearing her name 
called upon by one whom ftie fuppofcd 
-j dja -ger, Itartled-; till recoUeifting, 
that ihc iViftrc t’.ii o .c ini^ht probably 
have called her by it in his hcaviag, 
when they were together in the ball- 
room. She endeavoured to throw off 
her embarraftpieot, and replied : 

“ It if. itht furely furprifing, that 
a mc^kian ftwald be acquainted with 

c .4 
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the paft!» You are, no doubt, able 
to inform me of my future deftiny?” 

“ Do you wi(h me to convince 
}ou?” (Enquired the magician.) 

“ No, (anfwered Eftella, fighing;) 
« 

I have already experienced fuch irre- 
iftediable misfortunes, that my future 
prolpetfte »re for ever blafted !” 

“ But thojGe misfortunes were the 
effeSl of your* own imprudence!” 
turned the magician.) 

“ Perhaps fo.” (R«plied Efteila, 
moumiuUy.) 


The metTure of -xiiltf04^tun9 cumes 
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with additional weight, whfin accom- 
panied by the , refledlion* of having 
adted with impropriety.” ({Lejoincd 
the magician.) 

“ I had no friend .to counfel or 
advite me.” (Cried Eftella.) 

“ You difdalned the friend wh#* 
was ready 4nd willing to dirCiSl you, 
(anfwered the magician,*) the friend 
you had even vowed to love, and to 
be guided by !” 

Eflella felt ftartled; an impulfe for 
which Ihe conid' not account, impelled 
her to continue the converfation. )- 

“ I fliali have but an^ jird^rent 

c 5 
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opinion of your prefcience, if you are 
Jp defeiftive* in your. relation of paft 
events !” (She returned.) 

“ Nay, (replied the magician,) you 
furely cannot -deny but that you once 
poffeffed the love and tendered af- 
fedion of a faithful friend ; of one 
tVho would have facrificed life to ferve 
you ! j-^et, did you not feorn the cuun- 
fel given you by this perfdtt? Did 
you not even adt diredily oppofite to 
his diredlions ?” 

The embarrafitnent''of Eftella en- 
creafed every inltint. 

Yoa are,- indeed,, millakett; (the 
exclaimed, with mWh agitation;) I 
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never poflfeflfed the friend* you fup- 
pofe.” 


“ Ah, Eftella 1 have you fo fooa 
forgot V” (Cried the magician.) 

“ Forgotten, what ?“ (Anfwered 
Eftella, fcarcely fenftble of what flie 
uttered.) 

“ The cbapei of Si. Agnesi" (Return- 
ed the magician, emphatically.) 

“ Merciful Providence !” (Shrieked 
Eftella, and fell back feulelefs upon 
the folk.) 


She iaftantly furrouuded by 

the few per&ns; whp were in the 
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fame apartmenl ; and ‘ proper affift- 
••ance being a'dminifterod, fpeedily open- 
ed her eyes. In vain {he locJked ea- 
gerly for the magician ; he had dif- 
appeared. 

Thougii {till faint and agitated by 
what had occurred, (he refolved not 
to leave the fpot till fhe had again 
beheld him. Whom he could be that 
was thus acquainted with the fecret 

of her marriage, aftoniihed and oqq> 

< 

founded her! Sigifmund had obliged 
the prieft and witnefs to their union, 
to take a folemn oath of fecrefy ; 
belides, it was beyond the limits of 
probability, that either of thofe per- 
fons fitould be at the fiarracfs Stralzi’s 
ball! 
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Strange iieas bewildered *ber ima- 
gination : and Ihe remaine'd transfixed, 
to the fofa upon which (he had dif- 
courfed with the magician ; . infenfible 
to every idea, but that of again feeing, 
and converling with him. 

Many of the perfons whom her 
fainting had attradled to the fpot, ftill 
furrounded her; fhe fwmed perfedlly 
infenfible to the notice fite bad at- 
traAed; and to the fpeeches addreffed 
to her, returned the mod oppoAte 
replies. 

In this fituatioo the was found by 
the Baronefit, wfap, . having been in- 
form^ 4lttt a lady had fuddeniy faint- 
ed away, had battened to the apart- 
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ment to Afford any affiftance that might 
be required.* 

Upon finding Efteila to be the 
perfon, ftie enquired, with much ten- 
nefs, if her indiipofition had been 
occafioned by the heat of the room, 
or from any other circumftance. 

Eftella, not daring to avow the 
truth, imputed it folely to the violent 
heati The Baronefs advifed her to 
retire to her own apartment, if fhe 
was not perfedly recovered; but Ef- 
telia, though really UK felt fo much 
anxiety to again fee the magician, 
that, affuring the Baronefs it had been 
a mere momentary indifpofition that 
was entirely diflapated; Ihe declined 
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the offer of retiring, »ud adding, that 
fhe wifhed eagerjy to again enter the 
hall, and begged pcrmiffion of. the Ba- 
lonefs to accompany her when (he re- 
tained thither. 

The Baronefs readily agreed ; and, 
after fome difficulty, they entered the 
grand faloon. 

Eftella now eagerly fouglit for the 
magician, but could no where *difcern 
him. 


The Baronefs engaged in talking 
to the different mafks, had not leifure 
to beftow any attention upon her young 
companion, who, faint and difpiritcd, 
remained by her fide, folely fupported 
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by the fiope of again beholding the 
jiuthor of her difquiot. 

The mafk, who had before at- 
tracted* her attention as Mentor, now 
approached, and whifpered fomething 
to the Baronefs, who inftantly replied 
aloud. 


“ Certainly.” And then turning to 
Eltelia, exclaimed : 

“ Though yoii have hitherto 
decHhed dancing, I hope you will 
break yoor refolution in favour of my 
foq, who now folicits to be your 
partner?" 


hfcntor immediahSly feiied her 
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hand, and expreflfed his hopes that 

the would honour him ; but the idea 

• 

of dancing with Palamede was fo dif- 
treffing to th^ mind of Eftella, that, 
withdrawing her hand, and turning 
to the Baronets, the begged fo ear- 
neftly to be excufed, -that Mentor, 
finding all folicitation ia vain, re- 
lu<fiantly retired in fearch of another 
partner. 

At that junAure, much to the' de- 
light of Efbelia, the March»»«& ajl- 
peared in company with a gentleman 
in a 'blue domino ; and, after telling 
Eftella the bad been every where In 
fearch of her, propofed their vifiting 
the Eaftem lent, which, the ad^d, 
in her c^uniop, exceeded all the 
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Other Apartments in tafte and fplen- 
dour. 

, EfteUa readily agreed; and, with 
the blue domino, (who proved to be 
Baron Straki,) they proceeded through 
the long gallery which led to the 
Eaftern bail-rooni. 

The gallery through which they 
paflTed, was iliuraiciated with wax 
lights, placed in alabafter vafes, which 
aSbrdcd a foft and agreeable light, 
fomething refembling moon-light ; and 
the moft fragrant and beautiful Ihruhs 
and exotics were aTanged on each 
fide, and gave the ieiuUlance of a 
grove to the narrow winding paf- 
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After being in the (haded light, 
the entrance of the tent prefented a 
moft dazzling coup d'csil ! 

Brilliantly illuminated, and mag- 
nificently decorated, the fpedacle was 
attradive and elegant ; and Eftella, 
wholly unufed .to fuch fcenes, could 
alraoft have fuppofed herfelf in a land 
of inchantment. 

The hangings, (which were artfully 
difpofed to give the entire effedl of 'a 
tent) were of white fatin, richly orna- 
mented with Giver, and fupported by 
filver pillars, entwined with wreaths of 
myrtle, rofifs, and jeffamine ; the feats 
were alfo of white fatin; and the 
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floor w5s painted wUK popular Inci- 
dents from’ fabulous feiftory. 

The Marchionefs, in the courfe of 
converfatlon, informed Efteila, that 
ihe had been furprifed with the ap- 
pearance of her nephew. Lord Fri- 
burgh, that night. 

“ I had flattered myfelf, (conti- 
nued (he,) that my fon, Lord Mel- 
dorp, would have returned with him ; 
but his counn informs me, he is un- 
expftfledly detained ; but, however, 
that I may thortly expe<5l him." 

Eftella congratulated the Marchi- 
onefs upon Lord Friburgh’s arrival ; and, 
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after fome time, the Baron .prcqwfed 
repairing to the A^per-rooms, which, 
by that time were thrown open, and, 
where the company were then haf- 
tening. 

Eftella at that moment perceived 
the magician advancing ; and, eager 
to renew her converfation with him, 
ardently defired to have remained in 
the tent^ but the March ionefa had 
confented to go, and (he did not dare 
to oppofe, and they once more gained 
the entrance of the gallery. 

Upon entering the faloon, (he again 
perceived the magician, who contrived 
to place hirafelf nearly oppo(ite td her 
at the table. 
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She /jagerly hoped an opportunity 
would occar for his again fpeaking to 
her. The idea that he was Sigif- 
Ttiund, every minute gaining ftrength 
in her mind. 

He convcrfed with much gaiety 
to the different maiks that were near 
him, and, frequently addreffed the 
Marchionefs, who replied to him with 
an air of freedom; and, once during 
fupper, whifpercd to Eftella. 

“ I fufped my. nephew fancies 
that his majk, and difguifed voice, pre- 
vent my alcertaining him ! I will hu- 
mour the idea." 

This little fpeecb of the Marchi- 
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onefs occafioned much furpriip to Ef- 
tella ! Could Sigififiiund -he nephew to 
that lady! It was,^ Ihe thouglit, im- 
poffible. 

The objedl of her attention feized 
frequent opportunities of addreffing .her 
with tlie tricing obfervations general 
in mixed companies; though often 
mingling in his convcifetion fome 
ambiguous phrafes, that proved he was 
perfectly well acquainted with every 
circumftance of her hiftory that fl*e 
had t flayed to conceal ! 

Alt'": f(-me time, he prefcnled 
her w’th a oafkci of fugar devices 
from actof- the tabh*. and rcquefied 

f 

Lei pi^tlituLa attcpaoa io the mottos- , 
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Eftella brdke feveral; the mottos 
proved trifling ; but a fmall piece of 
t willed paper, direSed to herfelf, at the 
bottom of the bafket, attradled her at- 
tention ; and carefully opening it, left 
the contents Ihould be vifible, ' either 
to Baron Straizi, or the Marchionefs, 
fhe read the following Unes, written 
witli a pencil ; 

“ You raoft, undoubtedly, after the 
“ difeourfe I addreffed to you* this 
“•evening, be convinced I am a.frt^ 
“ you ought not to avoid. Your ex- 
“ treme agitation prev^ented me from 
“ entering into the particulars I wifhed 
“ to communicate. What I have to 
“ unfold materially concerns you. Will 
“ you honour me with half an hoar’s 
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“ conv’^erfation tomorrow, at twelve, 
“ in the paviliqjii, near the chefnut. 
“ grove, in the park ?” 

The little billet was written in a 
hand fo extremely fimllar to Sigifmund’s, 
that every line (he perufed cncrcafcd 
the agitation of Eftella. 

The idea pretfed upon her mind, 
that Ihe had probably been deceived 
by Ifenburgh, and that Sigifmund 
ftill exifted ! That he might then 
be near to her; and that the malk 
who had difplayed fo much know- 
ledge of her life, was the dear huf- 
band, whofe fuppo|i|d death fhe liad 
lamented ! 

VOL. II — I) 
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Tire magician was fo much wrap- 
”ped up ill the largO’ black robe that 
he wore, that it was impoffible to 
form an idea of his figure ; and his 
voice bad before appeared to be fa- 
miliar to her ear. The notion, (how- 
ever chimerical,) that he was really 
Sigifmund, became ftronger every in- 
llant, and ftie was upon the point of 
yielding an acquiefcence to the pro- 
pofal of being in the pavilion at the 
appointed hour, when the recollection, 
that, if it ihould net prove to be Si- 
gifmund, of the rifle and danger Ihe 
might incur, again involved her in 
deliberation. 


Eflelia continued feveral minutes 
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lofl: ill perplexity, when the Marclii- 
onefs roufed he/ from her reverie, 
by announcing her with to return to 
the ball-room, and the was forced to 
rife to attend her. . 

The magician leaning acrofs the 
table, detained the Marchionefs a few 
minutes, to whifper fome communica- 
tion: Eftella and the Baron not per- 
ceivirig it, continued to proceed down 
the room, which, the number of perfoifs 
going different ways, rendered tedious 
and difficult. 

Upon reaching the long gallery, 
the Baron obferved they had loft 
the Marchionefs, and, placing Eftella 
upon a feat near the fupper-room, 
-i52 



52 


FUGITIVE OF 


he begged (he %vould remain there 
whilft he went back ' in fearch of her. 

The Baron had fcarce quitted her, 
when (he perceived a perfon in a 
green domino, (who had diftreiTed her 
iniinitely during the courfe of the 
evening, by apparently watching her 
conduit,) approach. 

He looked eagerly at her in pal- 
liag, and had not proceeded many (teps, 
before he turned back, and feemed 
returning to the bench on which (he 
vi^as feated; then fuddenly appearing to 
recolleit himfelf, haftily walked down 
the gallery. 


Eltdla began to grow itopatitent 
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at the length of time that clapfed 
without the retiitn of the Baron with 
the Marchioiiefs, when a principal 
domeftic of the Baron’s approached 
he’-, and haftily announcing, that the 
Baronefs was taken fiiddctily ill, and 
requefted her immediate attendance 
in the library; intreated her to fol- 
low. 

Eftella did not hefitate a moment, 
but inftantly rifing, flew down 
gallery with all poflible celerity. 

The room to which Ihe was haften- 
ing, was on the ground floor, and 
opened into the park, though it had 
not been in ufe that night. Eftella 
was furprifed, \xpoa entering it, to 

•D 3 
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find it empty ; and, notwithnandiag 
the latenefs of the Iwur, and coolneft 
of the evening, the lati-ge glafs doOrs 
from which the entrance was to the 
Park, quite open ! 

“ The Baronefs is not here, Ro- 
derlgo! .^She exclaimed to the fer- 
vant whom the had accompanied.) Do 
not clofe the door, I will return, and 
feek her in the falioo.o." 

“ The Baronefs has fainted, and 
is jufi carried here for the benefit of 
the ah.” (Cried a voice fumi the out 
fide of the glafs doors.) 

Eftella eagerly flew to the fpot ; 
'the green domino aj^roaching, caught 



her attention ; a dreadful prefenti- 
ment ruftied upon her mind : fhc 
endeavoured to fly ; her tottering 
Hnibs refuFed the office, and the malk 
iVizing her in his arms, . and fluffing 
a handkerchief into her mouth to 
prevent her cries from being heard, 
with the affiftance of another perfon, 
forced her into a carriage that was 
in waiting at a little diflance. 
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CHAP. IV. 

1 am no piloti yet wert tliou as far 

As that vaft ^orc, wafhedi with thefart!i«£l fea; 

I wouW adventure for fuch mcrchandizce 

SUAKSPSAKt 

j\s foon as the mzfk had placed 
Eftella in the carriage, and feated 
himfelf by her fide, the horfes fet 
off with a velocity fcarce to be con- 
ceived* 
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The terrified and exhaufied Efiella, 
infiantly concluded herfelf again in 
the j>ower of Ifenburgb; and the ter- 
rors file enduredt nearly annihilated 
her weak frame. 

Her companion preferved a gloomy 
filence till they had cleared the gates 
that cnclofed the park of Stralzi; then, 
after removing tlic handkerchief from 
her mouth, the well-known accents of 
Ifenburgh ei^trcated her to banilh Iter 
terrors ; afTnred her, that he would 
never have employed violence, had 
he entertained the nioft difiant idea 
that the would have returned to him, 
with entreaty ; and concluded with 
afliiring her, that her future treat- 
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ment Ihould depend foleiy upon her 
own condu£^. 

Eftella replied not a fyllable to 
what Ifenburgh had uttered ; in fact, 
alive only to the mifery of her fitu- 
ation, Ihe had icarre underftood a fen- 
tence. 

Ifenburgh, irritated by her filence, 
dro{^d the mildnefs he had endea- 
voured to affurae, and broke into re- 
proachful inveclives. 

After travelling forae time, they 
Hopped at a very fraall cottage on a 
retired common ; and, lifting her from 
the carriage, and carrying her into a 
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parlour, Ifenbtrrgh gave a fraall parcel 
into her hand, and commanded her 
to take off the inafquerade habit, 
and attire herfelf in the garments' 
Ihe would find in the bundle; at 
the fame time cautioning her, not 
to think of making her efcape, as 
he Ihould, himfelf, (land fentinel at 
the outfide of the room door till (he 
was equipped. 

A faint gleam of hope had ftcie 
through the bofom of Eftella when 
fhe had entered the cottage, that 
flie might find Ibme one dif{x»fed to 
refeue her from fhe power of Ifea* 
burgh. 


But the idea was traafitory; not 
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a creature appeared that looked to be 
an inhabitant of the dwelling; and 
the light of morning had fufficiently 
dawned *to allow her to fee from 
the cafement that looked towards the 
common, that there was, at leaft, a 
dozen men on horfeback attending 
the carriage in which (he had tra- 
velled. 

llopelefs and exhaufled, (he funk 
iipon a chair; a (bower of tears, in 
fome meafufc, relieved her difireffed 
heart, till (he was roufed by the re- 
appearance of Ifenburgh, who, enter- 
ing {he room in a travelling drefs, 
chid her for detaining him fo long. 


\Iarmed at his manner, Eftella 



THE FOREST. 


61 


promifed, if he would leave her, 
to endeavour to* put on the drefs he 
required ; and, upon that condition, 
he again departed. 

Fearful of incenfing him when fo 
entirely in his power, Eftella endea- 
voured, as well as her agitation would 
permit, to cloathe herfelf in the gar- 
ments (he found in the bundle. 

She was fcarce attired, when Ifgp- 
burgh again appeared, and telling her, 
(he was really the moft extraordinary 
, #f all creatures; for that, notwitli- 
(landing her tears ^ and paffions, he 
had never feen her look prettier than 
at that moment ! hurried her once 
ntore into the carriage. 
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After- travelling about a league, 

t 

Ifenburgh taking fome provifions from 
one of the pockets of the carriage, 
ftrongly urged Eftella to accept of 
fome refrelbments, but in vain. 

“ Eftella, (cried Ifenburgh, after 
her pofitive rejedion of the nouriih- 
mcnt he offered,) you probably think, 
by refufmg fuftenance, to induce me 
to give up the completion of my 
feijeme. Undeceive yourfelf; you are 
now fafe in my poffeffion, and no 
power whatever, nor no artifice of 
your own, fhall induce me to relin- 
quifh you. In lieu of incenfing me, 
it is your intereft to oblige me ; for, 
I repeat, that your fate 'depends al* 
moft entirely upon yourfelf. I am 
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willing to overlook all that has pafled ; 
then do not force me to extremities, 
by either difdain or obftinacy ? We 
have already travelled near twelve 
hours ; it will be impoffible to reach 
home in lefs than eight and forty 
more ; if you perfift in this perverfe 
refufal of food, you will, undoubtedly, 
occafion yourfelf a fevere illnefe: you 
are already faint and low. Come, 
Edella, be prevailed upon/* 

The arguments of Ifenburgb had 
fome weight upon the mind of Ef- 
tella. She acquiefced in her own 
heart, to tlie folly and pitk of ex- 
afperating him ; and, taking the refo- 
lution to temporize for the pi^fent. 
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accepted of feme of the preferred re- 
frelhment. 

Ifenburgh feemed pleafed with her 
acquiefcencc, and endeavoured to en- 
gage her la coiiverfation, but the latter 
attempt was quite ineffetflual ! 

‘‘ Have you no cuilofity to hcai 
how I (lifeovered your retreat, Eilella V 
(he enquired.) I affurc you I have 
teen at no little trouble ! Oh, what 
a paffion I was in when I heard of 
your flight ? That ideot, Ulrique, 
concealed It from me till the even- 
ing after yt)ur departure, (pretending 
you was too ill to rife from your bed,) 
being, as ftie afterwards faid, dfritid of 
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the efifov^s of niy anger. Owing to that 
[jiece of folly, yoif gained an advantage 
not to l)e retrieved by me. Had I pur- 
filed you inftantly^ you could never 
have eluded the diligent fearch I 
made.” - 

Ifenburgh paufed at thefe words, 
and feemed to expe(5t a reply ; but 
Eftella remaining lilent, he continued, 

In my firft tranfports of anger^ 
I turned off every fervant in my houfe, 
(excepting poor- old Catherine, who, 
having lived near thirty years in the 
family, I could not prevail ujx>n my- 
felf to difrailk) I then hurried to 
Mansfeldt, thinl^icig you might have 
6ed thither; but the family were ab- 
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fent, nor could I learn any tidings of 
you : at length, my good genius point- 
ed-out to me to enquire at the con- 
•vent of St. Clare; and, from the 
Abbefs learned, that you was then 
under the proteflion of Baronefs Stral- 
zi, at Pilfen. Aftonithed at your having 
fecured fuch refpe(5lable protedlion, and 
to find you had aftually introduced your- 
felf into Sigifmund’s family, I judged 
it neceffary to proceed with caution ; 
jMid, hafiening to Pilfen, I remained 
Incog, attentively obferving the mo- 
tions of the family. When I heard 
of the proj<!(fied mafqueradc, I infiantly 
formed the refolution of carrying yOu 
off by firatagem on that night; and, 
by bribing highly three of Baron 
Stralzrs fervants, effedled my feheme. 
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as you know. Had T not fuccceded, 
I defigncd to have* waited on Marquis 
Rofeiihaim, and informed him, you 
was the adventurefs that had been 
endeavouring to feduce his fon into 
a marriage ; and, by that method, 
have occafioned your difmiffal from 
the caftle !" 

Eftella fighed; the words that Ifen- 
burgh had fpoken, concerning her ha- 
ving introduced herfelf into the fa-, 
mily of Sigifmund, dwelled upon her 
mind, and excited her flrongcft curi- 
ofity ! 

She called to recoUedion the con- 
verfation of Palamede refpeding the 
miniature of Sigifmund, and was more 
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than evfer convinced be was acquaint- 
ed with him. 

But it was fingular, that, during 
the feven weeks fhe had been ah in- 
mate in the caftle, neither his name, 
nor that of his family, (hould never 
have been mentioned. 

Once, (he remembered Marchionefs 
Rofenhaim fpeaking familiarly of 
Mansfeldt; and, from her converfa- 

I* 

tion, judging they had a manfion in 
the vicinity, had been tcrapte<^ to 
enquire concerning Baron Mansfeldt’s 
family ; and, timidity alone, had pre- 
rehted her fo doing. 


Ifenborgh roufed Eftella from the 
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train of thoughts into which fhe men- 
tion of Sigifmund’s family had thrown 
her, by exclaiming; 

** Tell me, fincercJy, Eflella ; have 
you and Sigifmund come to au ex- 
planation r’* 

Eftella could no longer remain 
filent. 

Sigifmund! (fhe repeated in an 
accent of furprife.) Did yott not tell me. 
Count Ifenburgh, that he was no more?” 

And have you not yet difeo- 
vered, (replied Ifenbnrgh, careleftly,) 
that I told you a falfity ? In love» 
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as in 'vi'ar, all firatagem is autlio- 
rifed !” 

Eftella made no reply, and their 
journey was continued without inter- 
ruption. Whenever they approached 
a town or village, Ifenburgh carefully 
drew up the blinds of the carriage, 
fo that every hope Eftella might have 
cheriftied of gaining aiEftance, was 
entirely baffled. 

It was midnight when they arri- 
ved at the caftle near Mindleheim. 

The fuffering and wearied Eftella 
was lifted froiQ the carriage, half dead 
with fatigue and diftrefs. 
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Upon perceiving berfelf again in 
the dwelling from which fhe had 
found it fiich a difficult matter to 
efcape, and from which Ihe had loft 
all hope of again flying, a deadly 
ficknefs came over her heart, and, 
almoft fainting, fhe caught by the ftair- 
cafe for fupport, and, in filepce, of- 
fered up an humble prayer to the 
Power that could alone extricate her 
from the evils with which ihe was 
threatened. 

Ifenburgh, perceiving her fituatiou, 
appeared concerned. 

I am diftrefled, (be cxied,) that 
that there is not proper female at- 
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tendants to receive you? I will, to- 
morrow, endeavour^ to procure them : 
in the mean while, will you accept 
of old Catherine’s attendance, and 
retire to your apartment ? I will not 
foHcit your company at fupper to 
night; you are fatigued, and, doubt- 
lefs, with to be alone V* 

Eflella gratefully thanked I fen- 
burgh for the permiflion to retire ; 
but the man who had opened the 
door to them, faid, 

“ I will call Catherine; but I 
am afraid Ihe is not well enough to 
wait on Mifs ; fbe has been very 
bad indeed, for this laft fortnight !** 
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I,ct her be called this moment!** 
(Exclaimed Ifcnbiw'gh.) 

Oh, if flie is ill, pray do not 
difturb her? (cried Eflella ;) I want 
no attendance and, taking a light 
Irom the perfon neareft to her, af- 
ceiuied the flair-cafe, and, ,with a 
heavy licart, repaired to her former 
apartment. 
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CHAP. V. 

’Tif but a fupcrflclal art 

To heal the Ik in, and make the furfacc whole, 
When an unfearchablc and mortal fting, 

Has pierced the nobler part. 




After faltening the door of the 
chamber, Eftella, who, though worn 
out with fatigue, yet felt no difpo- 
fition to deep, threw herfelf into an 
arm cha^r, and gave free indulgence 
to the afflidiion of her heart. 
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That Sigifmiind li\'C(] fhe now 
firmly believed ; • and that, in the 
eluiracfer of the magician, lie had 
(iilc'ourfed with licr the evening of 
tlie nialquerade. 

Diffracted with the idea that he 
would [irobubly fii|)f>oie (lie had wil- 
lingly abaruluned liarunel' Stralzi’s pro- 
K'cliun, Ihe eavc wav to the moil 
Irantic defpair, till feveral raps at tin 
door excited her alarm and attention, 

'' Who\s there V’ (She enquired 
with much trepidaiium) 

“ U is Ouherine, Wifs, with your 
fupper; and wlio is come to prepare 

f; 2 
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your bed.” (Anfwered a female voice 
from without.) 

Eftella opened the door, and, an 
old, infirm woman appeared, whofe 
countenance depided fo vifibly the 
marks of afperity and ill humour, 
that Eftella felt a fentiment of diflike 
i^ftantiy arife in her Ipreaft. 

But, when the poor creature, after 
placing upon the table the different 
articles (he had brought, feemed nearly 
exhauftcd with illnefs and fatigue, the 
natural compaflSon Eftella ppffeffed, 
conquered every prejudice, and, look- 
ing at the old woman .with tender- 
nefs, fhe faid, 
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“ I am concerned you have been 
occafioncd this f;itiguc upon my ac- 
count ? Pray fit down, and when 
you are reficd, retire to your own 
room- I cannot think of acccptim:, 
the aid of one who fccms to require 
attendance in lieu of beftowing it!” 

“ 1 hank ye, MIfs, (returned the 
old woman, feating hcrfclf in the 
chair Eftella offered;) I am, to be fure, 
very ill : finner, that I am, I feem now 
to fuffer for my iniquities ! But, had I 
known my matter would have return- 
ed to-night, to be fure I would have 
had things in better order. Ah, Mifs! 

I am forry from ray heart he has found 
you! and yet I am glad tafee you here.” 

E 3 
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‘‘ Glad to fee me ! (repeated Ef- 
lella, with furprife",) Why ftiould 
you be glad to lee me? I do not 
recollefl even to have feen you when 
I was laft confined in this place !’' 

True, Mifs, (anfwered Cathe- 
rine, ) but I have many things to 
fa>» to you ! Did not you, when you 
was laft here, lofe a golden chain, 
with a heart upon, which was en- 
graved in a cypher, A.E. M.?** 

Yes indeed, I was fo unfor- 
lunate, (cried Eftella ;) tell me, my 
good 'woman, did you find it V” 

Why^ yek" (Replied Cathe- 
rine, with fome hefitation*) 
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‘‘ Oh ! that I had aoy t^cward to 
<;iTcr you ! (returned Eftella,) but, 
alas ! I have nothing to give, but 
thanks! I am poor and deftitiite ! 
But fay when can you reftore it to 
me ? Can you give it to me to-night 

No, (anfwcrcd. Catherine;) I 
have it not about me. You (hall, 

ft 

however, have it the firft opportunity. 
And now, Mifs, pray Jell me who 
gave it to you?" 

“ A very dear friend !” (Replied 
Eftella^ rather furprifed at the intei* 
rogation.) 

*' Were the initials hers?” (Again 
enquired Catherine. 

^ 4 



80 


FUGITIVE OF 


“ No, (anfwiered Eflella ;) they 
belonged to my pareitts.” 

Catherine made no reply ; (he 
feemed overwhelmed with licknefs. 
An aAhmatic cough, for fome minutes, 
deprived her of refpiration. 

JEftella offered her all the affift- 
ance in her power, and addreffed her 
with a degree of foftnefs and com- 
paffion that fe^nied highly gratifying 
to the poor Aiffeier, who, as foon as 
(he was fafficicnjly recovered to be 
able, to fpeak, fald, 

** You a{^ar a kind-hearted good 
youag lady. 1 am heartily ibrry I 
cannot aflift ywv in your troubles: what 
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I can, I wiJl do, you may depend upon 
it : but have you tio friends to take your 
part? Where is your father and mo- 
ther ? Are they not living ?’’ 

“ I never knew the comforts of 
parental c^re, (replied Eflella, with 
tears ;) and the only friend I ever pof- 
fefled, is fled from me for ever !” 

“ Well, do not defpair, (rejoined 
Catherine;) hope for the beft; you 
may yet know many happy days! *In 
the mean while, pray do not exafperate 
my mailer ; by appearing a little re- 
conciled to his condud, you may, at 
any rate, gain time ; and who. can fay 
what (hall happen ? 

E 5 
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Catherine then repeated her offers 
of fervice with refpeJt to waiting upon 
Eftella, who, in conlideration of her 
age and infirmities, declined to accept 
them ; and, finding her attendance not 
required, flie withdrew. 
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CHAP., VI. 

Oh, hid me leap 

From off* the battlements of yonder Cower ; 

Or cliain me to forac ftcepy mountaunh fop» 

Where roaring lx;ars and favage lic^ns roam ; 

Or, fhut me nightly in a charnel houfc, 

0*cr- covered quite with dead men!** rattling bones. 

With reeky (hanks, and yellow chaplefs Ikulls ; 

Or, bid me go into a new made<;rave. 

And hide me with a dead man in his fhrOMti,' 

(Things, that to hear them named, liavc made me tremble,' 
And I will do it witliout fear or doubt, 

To five, an unftained wife, to mf fweet lore-- 


The following moroing, Eftella re- 
ceived a m'eflage from Ifenburgb, re- 
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quelling ihe would favour him with 
her company at breafcfaft» 

Happy to feize any pretext for 
avoiding him, fhe pleaded the fatigue 
of her journey, and begged to remain 
in her apartment, 

Ifenburgh, with a degree of com- 
plaifance that did violence to his feel- 
ings, acquiefcedj but Ihortly afterwards 
font up another meflagc to fay, Ihe 
Mnji meet him at dinner. 

The apprqlienhon of incenhog Him" 
determined Eftella to comply; and, 
when the hour arrived, fhe repaired 
to : the falOon, trtfSabling wit& fear and 

stt'vdctT.' 
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- j : e=. - --t:-- 

Ifenburgh received her with apf»renl 
marks of pleafura and fatisfadion ; and 
endeavoured, by entertaining her with 
lively converfation, to banilh the evi- 
dent embarrafltnent under which (he 
laboured. 

DireAly, upon the fervants rcmo- 
ing the dinner, Edella rofe, and mo- 
ved towards the door. 

“ Stop, Eftella, (cried Ifenburgh, 
riling to prevent her,) before you 
retire, I muft explain my inten- 
tions.” 

Eftella feemed irrefolute how to 
but Ifenbuigbv feizing her hand* 
gently led her back* to her feat. 
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“ I *ara diftreffed, Eftella, (be 
continued,) to perceh^e the feare you 
feeni to entertain. Banifh every im- 
pleafant apprehenfion ; it is true you 
have reafon to fuppofe me irritated 
by your cruel defertion of my pro- 
tedion, and confequent rejection of 
ray honourable propofah; and I will 
acknowledge that I tias highly dif- 
pleafed ! but I am not vindidive ; 
my anger foon evaporates; as a pi oof, 
I again offer you ray hand! An offet, 
which, believe me, few pcrfons in 
my fituation, would have the gene- 
rofity to mtike'- but, obferve, Eftella, 
I will not be trifled with ; every 
thing is in readinefe for om» union 
taking jftaoe' this evehtog} prepMe 
ydurfelf to meet me, feerefore, at 
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the altar: if you hav^e the folly to 
refufe, take tht confequeuces, anti 
blame only yourfelf!’* 

EfleJla endeavoured to Jejjly, but 
tears choaked her voice, a,nd all utter- 
ance was denied her. 

Ifenburgh perceived her diflr€fs,^aud 
again addreffed her: 

“ I fcarce know how to interpret 
your prefent agitation. I am willing 
to believe it^ docs mt proceed from 
any repugnance to whaJt I have juft 
propofed. Eftellai my conduit muft 
have i^ved to you that I am ck- 
temined fo make you mine : do not* 
by perverfenefs, oblige me to ail ia 
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a manner I wifti to avoid! For the 
prefent, retire to yoflr chamber; con- 
fult your own reafon, and let that 
determine you. At nine o’clock I lhall 
expert you will, with cheerfulnefs, al- 
low me to condudl you to the chapel.” 

The words of Ifenbtirgh, were like 
daggeta to the heart of Eftella ; who, 
however, gladly availed herfelf of the 
permiflton to retire; and, hadening to 
her chamber, gave vent to the agony 
of her mind. 

She ftniddered at the confeqiaence 
of informing lienborgh of her mar- 
riages yet U ww a • confeSon (he 
found it emuld be abfokMely oeceffiiry . 
to reveal. 
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After much deliberation (he refolv- 
ed to defer it Itill (he was before 
the pried, hoping his prefence might 
be fome check ^to the violence of 
Ifenburirh. 

% 

The rccolle6\ion of her chain and 
heart then occurred ; and defirous of 
feeing Catherine, (whom <hc was ra- 
ther furprifed had not vifited her in 
the courfe of the day,) (he rang the 
bell. 

Two ftrange young women in- 
ilaatly appeared, and with many curt- 
fies, informed her, they had been, 
hired by Count Ifenburgh to attend her, 
and begged to know hei! commands. 
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Eflella informing them tliat flie 
wilhed to fpeak to Catherine, on€ of 
them inftantly departed, but prefently 
returned, with inteIHgence, that the 
})Oor creature was too ill to wait upon 
her. 


“ She tells me, • (continued the 
young woman who wa? named Char- 
lotte,) that (he was coming to your 
apartment, Madam, this morning, but 
was feized with a fit upon the ftair«, 
in’ which ftate fome of our fellow- 
fervants found her, and carried her to 
her bed-rbot^," 

“ I wifhed to hai^ic fecn her con- 
cerning a chain I have loft, and 


Tllfi FORFST. 


91 


wliich, Hie informed me, (he had 
found, (anfwered'Eftclla.) Will you 
be fo good as to enquire if (he can 
now fend it to me?” 

Charlotte again \ ifitcd the chamber 
of Catherine, but ftiortly returned with 
a mefTage full of refped to Eftella ; 
but, at the fame time fa3ring, it \yas 
not in iier power thfen to return the 
chain, 

Eftella fighed! but, at that mo- 
ment, a great clock of the caflle 
ftriking feven, more diftffcffing images 
aflailed her mind ! She Ihuddered 
v.’ith apjMehenfion : her attendants 
obfOfving her emotion, enquired if 
Ihe was ill? She replied in the nega- 
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live ; and, feeling their prefence an 
infupportable couferaint, added, that (he 
had then no occation for their fervices, 
and would ring when (he required 
them. 


“ We (hall have the honour to 
attend you to the chapel, my Lady, 
I hope! (cried . Charlotte, as with the 
other attendant (he was leaving the 
room.) Shall we return in half an 
hour ? The prieft is already arrived." 

A fudden idea ihuck upon Edella’s 
ipind, that, *ihy dKcourhog with' the 
prieft, vrithoui witnefte's, and avowing 
the marriage (he had already fermed, 
(he might fecure a friend that might 
afftft hee, 
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She therefore defired her women 

♦ 

not to leave her ; *iDd ertqulred, if they 
could inform her vhere the prieft then 
was? 

Charlotte immediately offered to 
go and enquire. 

“ Do fo, (returned Edella,) .but 
let your enquiries feem to proceed 
alone from yourfelf. Upon no account 
inform Count Ifenburgh that I defired 
them !’’ 

Charlotte readily {nxunifed, and 
£aying would be expeditious, de- 
patted. 


She was,' however, fome' time 
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gone ; but, upon her return, informed 
Eftella, that the *pMeft was alone in 
a fmall room adjoining the chapel, and 
offered to conduct her there if flic 
had any thing to fay to him. 

Eftella, (who imagined herfelf fuf- 
ficiently well acquainted with the 
caftle to difcover the way to the 
chapel,) declined the offer; and, fay- 
ing fhe had only enquired from mo- 
tives of curiofily, difmiffed Jboth her 
attendants. 

They were no fooner departed, 
than flic determined to feck the prieft; 
and, taking a lamp that burned upon 
tlie table, foftly opened the door of 
her chamber, and, with light fteps 
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defcendecl the ftair-cafe, arfd haflily 
crofTed the galle»y that led the w#y 
to the chapel. 



96 


FUGITIVE OF 




CHAP. VII. 


I- — Soft bcr accents fell* 

tike voices of departed friends heard in our dream 
Or muhe in the air, when the night ijpirits 
Warble ttmr magic mhdiiieKy* 


EsTELLA* 8 Heart throbbed vi olently 
as file defi^iNided the winding ftair- 
cafe that (he expedled would bring 
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^ '■ ‘ - it.... 

rei to the door that openeif into the 
court of the chajJfel ! 

Upon reaching it, her hand^ trem- 
bled with the agitation the under- 
went, to fuch a \ioIcnt degree, that 
the was obliged to paul'e fome mi- 
nutes, before the had tlrength fuf- 
ficlcnt to remove the fafteiting. 

The night was clear and teau- 
liful ; ihH moon thone with uncom-r 
rnon brightnefs ; every pbjedl feeme'd 
difcernable ; and, perceiving a door to 
her right hand, the conjectured it to 
belong to the room of which Char- 
lotte had fpoken; and, putting her 
haml qpoa the lock, it inilaotly gave 
way. 

\t)L. tl— F 



98 


FUGITIVE OF 


She eateredt and at the fame, in- 
fant, the door ciofdd with violence. 
The noife ftartled her ; the more fo, 
as the night wa^ mild and ferene, 
and the wind did not appear to 
have fufl&cient power to have been 
the occafion. 

After Remaining a few minutes 
irrefolute, whether to proceed or to 
return, Eftella; holding up her lamp, 
endeavoured to furvey the room. 

It abated imall and omfined : 
the window-lhatters were clofe Ihut, 
fd that the moon had no power to 
emit her lig^t. 


Every thing was fileat; and |he 
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had determined to return to her apart- 
ment, and re%i! berfelf to the tatk 
of avowing her marriage in Ifen- 
burgh’s prefence, whpn ihe perceived 
another door at the further end ot 
the apartment. 

Hope again reanimated herj and 
ftw hafiily reached the dpor, which, 
after having paffed, ^ found had 
conduifled her into a ftnali paifage. 

A light appeared at fome ditlance, 
and the air Ihn breathed was cold 
and damp. 

The lamp Ihe carrie^'^ffijwled but 
an indifeiaent ahd ibqucntly 

occafioned ’a«dowa** Ihe pafled, 
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wliicli, though fhe was not very 
timid, yet appalled her imagination. 

She, however, proceeded; ^ but, 

upon gaining the fpot from whence 

the light appeared, found herfelf in 

the chapel, which feemed perfe<flly 
^ • 

empty ; and that the light that had 
a tt faded her, proceeded from the 
moon Ihining through the long Gothic 
windows. 

Difappointed and chagrined, (he 
turned, with the intention of getting 
bach to her apartment as expeditioufly 
as pofilble, when a found, like foot- 
fteps arrefied her motion, and, placing 
herfelf behind a large pillar to which 
(he happened to be near, and con- 
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cealing her Jamp ay well as ihe was 
able, remained a few minutes in mute 
attention, fcarce allowing herfelf to 
breathe. 

She gazed fearfully around ; the 
light of the . moon allowed her to 
diftinguilh fame objeifls with facility; 
but, upon others,' call a lhade that 
added to the folemnity of the fcene; 
and the air of gloomy grandeur that 
pervaded the whole, infpired her with 
dread and awe; yet every thing ap- 
pear^ ftill and quiet. 

She ventured frora^ her place of 
concealment, and determi^ to re- 
turn the way lh(f had entered. 

F3 
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Upon looking towards tbe door, 
(he thought difcovered a figure at 
I’ome diftance. 

Alarmed, (he turned haftily down 
the aifle, and {nefently found herfelf 
at the foot of the altar. 

She again vetttOred to look towards 
the froffi wheilce ifhe thought &te 
had beheld tie but noth^g was 

to be ft^tn; and the fbttored hei^ it 
had been a phantom, created by her 
own imagination^’ ' 

Her courage rettimeth the fight 
of the ahat called to her readledkm 

n 

the intt^filhg mmntsit of her Ujgion 
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with Sigifmund; and, fallthg upon her 
knees, fhe firft ‘filentijf -gaculated a 
fer\ent prayer for deliverance from 
the power of Ifenburgh, and then re- 
newed the folemn vows fhe had 
plighted, of love and fidelity to the 
betoved poflfefibr of her affedioiUi 

Upon rffijDg from her knees^ the 
heart of Eildla funk ^ith terror at 
hearing a fbft ndfis ixom behind, that 
refembled half-fu{qHeflS^ bres^hiog. 

She remained fome momoatf mo> 
tionlels with fear, which iocreafed 
to horror, opon fheU^ iudelf eadt* 
cled in an embrace. 

Jk piercing fluiel efeaped her; fhe 

14 
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endeavoured to fly, but found herfelf 
clofely with-held. 

She ftruggled, but had not the refo- 
lution to look round. The perfon who 
held her uttered fome accents, which her 
terror prevented her from diftinguifhing. 

At length, endeavouring to con- 
quer her terrors, flie ventured to turn 
her head, and beheld herfelf clafped 
in the arms of Iferdnirgh ! 

Fear, for a few minutes, lent her 
additional flrength ; the tore herfelf 
frbm his embrace, and flew with ra- 
pidity down the aifle. 


Ifeoburgh,',catcMpg up the lamp. 
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(fhe had left upon the Heps nearcft 
to the fpot where the had been kneel- 
ing,) quickly purfued her ; ftie heard 
his footfteps, and terror added celerity 
to her flight. The door through which 
the had palTed into tlie chapeh con- 
tinued open : (he ruihed through it to 
the 4ong paffage, and at laft reached 
the room in which (he had hoped to 
have found the pri^. 

In vain (he fmight to difeover 
the door that opened into the court ; 
every objed was obfeured in the 
total darknels that prevailed. 

Breathlels and exhaufted, (he lean- 
ed againft the ' wainfeot for fupfwrt, 
and heard the approach of Ifenburgh 
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•with fenfatidns of horror and defpair 
that are undefcribablet 

ifenborgh alraoft immediately en* 
tered the apartment and, cioitng the 
door, inftantiy difeeroed the terrified, 
and, neariy-fiiinting Eftella^ • 

Placing the lamp xspon the table, 
lie approached her, and, with a fmile, 
exclaimed : 

*• Why, my dear, unaccountable 
Efhdk! Tell conjure ywi, 

what occafidns tlus hidden ettraor^ 
nary alarm? We parted,* i$ I thought, 
perfedUy good frjends after dinner t 
and 1 fince learned you had, of foot 
own free w^^irepaihad iofthe ehapeh 
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Pteafed Mrith tbe ialeil!gence'» 1 ha{^ 
tily followed yc«ij but, at the mo“ 
ment when delighted witb your com- 
pliance, I am going to exprefs ray 
gratitude, you fcream as if terror ftrtick, 
and fly, as if you had encountered a 
fpeiflre! But compofe your fpirits my 
fweet girl; if I alarmed you by my 
fudden aj^^eairance, believe rae, l*am 
heartily forry.” 

Eftella could not reply. Ifenburgh, 
drawing a ehair near to the |pble on 
which he had ptacled the lamp, obliged 
her to fit down; and, by the ten- 
.dereft «xprefli<ras, endeavoured to re- 
iin'e her to compofiue. 


The eht^l clock dmek mtet ££< 
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tella trembled, but Ilenburgh feeming 
not to perceive her emotion, took 
her hand, faying, 

“ Come, deareft Eft'ella, let me 
lead you back to the altar.” 

^ Edlella withdrew her hand, and 
(hrutik from him; yet emboldened by 
the foftnefs which the thought (he per- 
ceived in his maimer, faid, m a tre- 
mulous tone : 

** Count Ifenhurgh, am I really to 
fuppofe you love me?” 

“ Suppofe I Iwe you! (Returned 
Ifenburgh.) Eftella, you are dearer 
to me than exlftence! What would 
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I not perform to infure your happinefs ! 
There is no fjffcrifice, however dif- 
ficult, but what I would gladly make 
to receive only one approving fmile!” 

“ Then, indeed, it is quite in 
your power to command my efleem 
and gratitude for ever!" (Anfwered 
EfteJla.) 

“ Oh, name but' the conditions!” 
(Cried Ifenburgh, eagerly.) 

Pray hear me with patience, 
(replied Eflella.) Obftacles that can- 
not t»e removed, impede our union, 
and — 


“ No, no! (Interrupted Ifenbur^,) 



no 
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on tfeat fubicifl; I will not hear a fyl- 
lable ! Yott already* know my final 
determination ! 

“ 'Oh, fay not fo! (Exclaimed 
Eftelia.) You are too generous to op- 
pcefs the unfortimate! Kecoilied the 
premifes of prote^om you encouraged 
me yrith upon our firft meeting I I 
molt gratefully “remember the kind 
relief you then afforded ffiej hot for 
your generofity, to whni e»rila might 
I not have fallen a viitim? Do not 
let it be faid, yon faved me fi-em the 
calamities* that 1 might' htfve fiidercd 
from ' athere, to 1*^ youffeitf the* in- 
ilidor of my miferies !” 

w ththr & miiih Crnefty in 
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diking yon to accept my hand and for- 
tune?" (Demanded licnburgh haugh- 
tily.) 


“ Yes; (anfwered £ileUa,)< when 
1 repeat, that it is utterly impoM>le 
for me to accept them!” 

** Take care, Eitella; (replied 
Ifenhurgh,) I am now calm; but be 
cautious how you excite my refent- 
ment Remember, you are fdely in 
my power r 

Coui|t Ifenburgh ! (CriedEf- 
tella.). You haye new aam^ my grbat- 
eft fecurity ? I am^ _ m ’^.yow power# 
and have I not therefore a claim upon < 
yewseitemfity? Wh#t of honomr 
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would ta'ke advantage of the helplefs 
ftate of the friendlefs and unhappy?” 

“ I infill upon being informed of 
the reafons, that you fay, render our 
marriage impoffible. (Exclaimed Ifen- 
burgh, who had feemed for fome mi- 
nutes loft in conjeiJhire.) If any do 
exill, it is proper I (hould be made 
acquainted with them.”. 

“ I cannot tell you whilft you 
look fo fternly!” (Anfwered Efteila, 
a^tsted violently.) 

“ No trifling, Eftella ! (Returned 
Ifeohargh.) I vedU be informed !” 


Then with calmnefs, 
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(exclaimed the intimidated Sflella:) 
but the vows you demand, are already 
given to another !” 

“ ’Tis falfe! (Cried Ifenburgh, 
vehemently.) You affert an impof- 
fibility! When? Where could this 
pretended union take place ? No j it is 
a palpable invention, too ridiculous to 
gain belief; rior does it in the leaft 
Qiake my refolution 

“ And yet, (cried Eftella, thedding 
a torrent of tears,) I have uttered 
nothing but the truth." 

“ Name, then, the perfon to whom 
thefe vows were given.” (Returned 
Ifentmrgh, with eocreafing paffion.) 
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“ I date not, (faid Eftella;) but, 
as I hope for your fcompaffion and for- 
givenefs, indeed, I am already mar- 
ried P' 


** Then it is Sigiftnund by whom 
I am fupplanted! (Rejoined the en- 
raged Ifttnbufgh.) But do yon imagine 
thi^ confelfloft will atail yon ? Oa 
the contrary, H has ac^d a Hhnofos 
to my intentions! And the gratifica- 
tion of humbling yon to become my 
mlfirefif, will be eveia heightened by 
the ^edHon, that I- am, St the tame 
time, heaping ihame and dtfgnoe upon 
my deteft«l rival 1“ 


Oh, meicyr (ShrUhed 

the ha}!^*fiKtntiie*&ite}la«} 
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At the fame inftant, tfom the 
extremity of the foom oeareft to the 
chapel, appeared the fonn of a pale, 
but beautiful female, in loofe flowing 
drapery, which drotqjed in folds, and 
half lhaded her countenance. 

“ Ifenbutgh! (Cried the (hade.) 
My fon! Deflflf Eflella is tby 
fifter!" 


“ What is it I b^old? (Ex- 
claimed the am«t»d Ifetiburgh.) This 
is fome deceptkm f* 

With thefe worA he ffRxing to- 
wards the fpot where he beheld the 
appearatt^e; but his foot flruck againft 
the table : he fell with it to the ttround. 
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with violence; the lamp was extin- 
guilhed, and every ‘objefl was loft in 
the darknefs that fucceeded. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


There is a trembling expectation m me. 

That, by fome fecrct <ltaw8 me on 

To the great rcvcl«ib« my 

The time is laboring, tilings and new 

Prefe to the birth, pre^iitryourCel^to meet them. 




EsTELLA, who had funk upon the 
floor in breathlefs terror, u}x»n the 
appearance of what (he concluded a 
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fpedre, remained feme time in total 
infenfibility. 

Upon opening her eyes, fhe was 
tempted firft to believe, from the 
quiet that prevailed, ‘ and the entire 
darknefs, that (he had been only ha- 
ralTed with a tormenting dream ; but 
i few minute reflection convinced her, 
that every thing that had feemed to 
occur, was perfectly real. 

The words of the fpeClre ftill vi- 
brated upon her ear, and bewildered 
her in doubt and amazement. 

She bldfed the merciful interpol- 
ation that 'had miractiioiflly faved her 
from the violenee with*whWh fee l^d 
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been threatcued ; and, as laer* courage 
returned, even vyflied for the. re- 
appearance of the Hia^e, to elucidate 
the myfterious words (heJiad uttered I 

Aftonitbed at ’the ftjllnefs that 
continued, and furprifed at what could 
have befalJen Ifenhurgb, Ihe rede from 
the ground and endeavoured to gain 
the part of the room where the windows 
were tituated. 

After fome . time Ihe difeovered 
one, and having with difficulty opened 
the fhutters, the moon ftiU ihining, 
enabled her to obferve the ftate of 
the apartment. 


. Ifehbiiridji lay ejet^shded upon the 
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floofr cloVe to the table over which he 
had fallen ; and feemed to have received 
a fevefe wound on his forehead with 
one of the (harp corners. 

She immediatefy approached him ; 
he was thinned by the blow he had 
rcceivied, and the blood ran faft from 
the wound ! 

“ Oh! (thought Eftella) if he is 
indeed my .brother, ought I to leave 
him in, this ftate?” 

And at the fame in^nt tearing a 
part of her gown, flte endeavoured to 
bind up the wound. 


Ifenburgh half opened hu 
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and perceiving hn# ftie ^Wl^oyed, 
feebly articulated fef$ thanks 

“ I will eodeavoufj.!© tfitl arfift- 
ance,” (cried Eftella,' aftej ha'ttifig 
bound up his forehead u '^11 i% the 
was able). 

“ No, do not, I ciMjjure fan, Eftella, 
(exclaimed Ifeoburgh) m a few minutes 
I think I ftiall^Mi! able W qi||t fhis fpot , 
leave we I beg, J waw-j farther 
aid." 


Efteita. ind weetiug no 

'«lis«iber, 

where j(he had aot becst haany mtnn'tes 
i^fbre fttepdaht, Ch^rlcdte, ap- 
pcaild 

mowii-T-a 
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Madaj^ {cried fhe 
|gy»VQ been feeking 
you cv^ where! I come from poor 
Cfthen^, I am really afraid, is 

fi> eaflaefHy to 
ifeeyoa, thal: I Jhofr you n^U not 
deny ^ re^ueftl To be fiup it is a 
monrilll ^pe^lacle/ but the, pooi 
ctealufe's {dearfin^ would melt a 


(redded Eflella). 



mm foon 

itttrodnoed Cethe- 

dne. 

The iNK>f 




Ti^ pQmm¥. 

,. 

Eftella, ga?e ah eMlai^it}^’ #tanf- 
portf thei)' lookingttpairlfds dmrlhtfe, 
(he foftly whifpwtd : 

“ BOf whit4i^n to iioibii}'ii|i|t 
be to yjfhrfelf akwte»'*’ 

Leave oa, Charlotte ” (fdi Ef- 

tella). 

The wooMft * lOltiMhew- » and Ca- 
thmucf «sn^lf it Stella, 

exelaimed, 

Oht been 

abItlAt* 

fieidiid Mcdto) i aia dill 
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“ Oft! Providence! J 

thank 'Iliee:!^ (cried Catherine ener- 
gcjtically, and with ujplifted hand '') ; 
Oh! h^jiSa ‘Eftella, I have much to 

* '"j i ^ ' 

un6dd, bdt i amt.fo weak, I muft 

* ti* ' 

mahe my 'narration as Ihort' as pof- 
fible, firfl, promife me your forgive- 
nefs.” 


“ Yad ftirciy cannot have injuicd 
me ! (returned Klelta), yet ti you think 
you -'sujcept j»y,pard<Mi/’ 

“ 'Alak!* Ifine^oifted the old woman) 
ymx imagine 

the 'iickciSrf^ll^ wretch 

now before you ji aoyr^ywu will execrate 
me wh«a% t||W bi«s.‘J am' 

penitent! W®ie 
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ap{>ears to me only wl^ pf |t<«mpt7 
lug to extonuatc my giuk T 

“ Oh! how you totlJute h!ii» With 
fufpettce* (exdaimed<B^lt|b}« 

/ake be brief." 

Have yxm been in th» tH^pel to 
ni^t? (entjuired Catherine) or irt' 
any of the places ‘ 

“ / haw.*’ {anfnrered Cfleila with 
emotion). 

” Tcfi .|lee Tthen, Lady, 

(n^ieated C^ii^iib^) i&l.yw fee 

, 1 

a female fimite*” 

** fearfully) 
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by what miracle Coold ym difeover 
it?” 


“ CMiv Mifs EfVeila, (r«ftnned the 
old woman,) then you have beheld 
vour mother?" 

“ What ! (exclaimed Eftella, wild- 
ly,) beheld ray mother! And does 
(he live'^” 

“ Yes,' (fobbed but Catherine;) (he 
lives, indeed !" 

“ Gtaeiotas hetyen ! (cried Eitella, 
foiling iqjon her ktiee£) ' I flrank 
Thee* And may* 5W, (continued flie, 
turning to CaSiOriiie,) for' this me 
confolbon, reasive 'foigiv^fo for all 
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your offences, be they etfer fo numer- 
ous ! But dire(^ me how to find 
})cr. Let me fly to her! Is the 
iinprifoned? Surdy Ife^hui^sh cannot 
know——” 


“ Oh, no, indeed, (anfwered Ca- 
therinc,) he is perfediy ignmnt ot 
every circunaftajnce : but take thefe 
keys, Mifs. Go to the firft jioor 
on your right hand that opens from 
the paved conrt ia*5^ the chapel. 
When in the room that it will lead 
you to, (and in which I imagine you 
have already been this oi|Jit,) you 
will obferve^ a lai^ pit^ure of the 
late Count hanging oppoiite 

the door i carefully feek for a button 
that is behind th? canvas; {Hrefs it 
G 4 
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iiard with your fingers, tiie pannel 
and piiflure will fliite back, 'and you 
will then percciie a door of grated 
iron unlock it, and defcend the 
Hairs to which it will conduct you, 
and you will then enter the abode of 
your tin fortunate mother.” 

Kftclia eagerly took the keys with 
which Catherine prefented her; and, 
not even rcflefi^ng U{)on the terrors flie 
iiad fo lately experienced there, di- 
rected her trembling Heps towards 
the chape). . 
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CHAP. rx. 


Cliiic auteur de raes iours, par quel 
jMiracle, par quel prodigc m’cte^ 
Vo as rendu j* 


Estella, having fTrliily- obferved 

the inftraiUons of Catherine, foou dif- 
covered the fecret fpring in the wain- 
fcot} and, preffing it hard with her 
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thumb, it jnil^ntly opened, and dif- 
covered the grated door. 

A variety of contending emotions 
ftruggled in her bofom as flie de- 
feended the.old and rugged ftone flairs, 
to which it had condu£led her. 

*Upon entering the gloomy cavern 
that {he fuppofed would foon lead hei 
to her mother, Ihe' paufed for a few 
minutes to regdn her refolution. 

Every thing rtM filent : flie looked 
towards an aperture at feme diflance, 
through which* a glimmering light 
feemed to iflue; fee . haftily advanced 
towards it, ai»d «iUai»d ai Intiftafized 
chamber* mattedi camfuHrjtdl jrouad. 
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and ■^ell carpeted; a good fire blazed 
in the chimney, and a lamp burned 
upon the table. 

A couch at the top of the room 
attra( 51 ed her ' attention ; Ihe approach- 
ed it, and beheld, afleep, the, figure 
whofe af^arance had fo fortuitoully 
refcued her from Ifcnburgh ! 

IinprefTed at once with' filial lo\ c, 
awe and veneration, fire kneeled by 
the fide of the couch, and, in a foft 
prayer, breathed foith thanklgiving;, 
for being fn liiiraculoufly united to 
ha; mol^. 

Eager < to hebohi her' open her 
eyea, to-catch the eodearing aj^i- 
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lation of daughter frona her lips, Ef- 
tella continued to kneel by the fide 
of her parent. 

The inlereftihg -moment arrived; 
the injured,, fufferer awoke, and, fee- 
ing ElleJIa, uttered a plaintive cry : 
“ My child!" — “ My motlrer!” — was 
air that either could articulate ; and, 
clafped in each otben arms, they 
mingled tears of joy ai:td agony ! 

It was a coiAlerable time, before 
either . ElMlIa or mpther were 

fufficioit^ copperfed tJo enter into 
converfation. 

The eKcefs ,of ^oy abfisrbed 

every other idea« .^hcy . frequently 
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fpoke at the fame time, yet repeated 
their interrogatories without' waiting 
for a reply. 

At length, Eftella gaided fufficicnt 
recolle(?tion to enquire, by what mi- 
racle (lie had been difcovcred by her 
mother? who, in return, informed her, 
that the happy event had been be-, 
cafioned by ^ Catherine’s finding the 
chain and heart j • 

“ But it is a Jong ftory that 1 
have to urtfoW, ((he added;) you 
will not be able td Uften to me to- 
night !” 


M^la fttofl^y folicited to be made 
then a^q&o\4d ^with her paFentti«4»if- 
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tory, and hiar lyf Wfeat fingular 
circumflance (he bad been -made a 
prifoner in her own fon's caftle ? 

“ t Imteed» * my child, (anfwer- 
ed her mother,) aty ipirits have been, 
to-night, ..fo much . agitated, that 
I do not think I could go through 
•wBat yq\* alk ; befides,* my EMla, 
you forget the,^si(e^ I'lnuft natu- 
tnrally feel,, the caufe of 

yopr forlorn, apd negWjSed.^ate. The 
littlif! I h|ve , hien able to gather 
frofp .Cathe??ine;i has in^^d, inikad 
' i” 


.B®ellaijc<mplifl^s„ks Jtwcll as her 
awuW ‘I, Sa*id.Vtt(i|tted 

erosy 4£hetdife«iiut 
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recolledl, wUboot omitting a finglc 
circuraflance. 

Her mother difplaycd the moft 
lively emotions during the recital ! lu 
the part that particalarly related to Ifen- 
burgh, Ihe feemed agitated to agony ! 

** Oh, my child! (ihe cried, when 
Eftella ceafed* how can 

we fufficienlly adore the jDirine good- 
nefs that has thus wonderfully faved 
you from the gulph of mifery into 
which you have been fo nearly precipi- 
tated! May the miraculous interpo- 
htion prove a benehcial leHon to my 
poor (on! Oh, Efiella, to be reilored 
to rills world; 'to eiijoy the comforts 
that hivh taeen iann fifteen ijcetit 
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nied to me, will not be a bleffuig, 
if I find him wofthlefs and clifii- 
pated! And, from what yon have re- 
lated concerning him, I tremble! 

Ah, when I fuppofed myfelf for 
ever fecludH fmm the world! When 
1 concluded I (hould never enjoy tlie 
lapturc of my childrens’ fociety, I 
tbm thought t^y ,Were bleffings, 

which, to poiif^ inuil, ^ ever, ba- 

) 

niflr unhappinefs’. 8gt now, when 
the moment feen^ to approach, I feel 
the fallacy of my ideas: what com- 
fort can vifit thf pat^l's h«art, whofe 
offspring is depraved and u^wasrtby? 

Unfortunate Ifenbpigh ! JD^yed 
iin early infancy of both parenti, your 
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faults probably fpring from uegk^ 
and falie indulgeul’e, rather than froj^ 
nature !” 

Eflelk faid every thing to coA- 
foie her mother, and relieve tlie 
grief which opprefled her heart { and, 
after fume time, perceiving her more 
compofed, again folicited to hear the 
fingukr ev^ntfc that could have caufed 
her confinement,’* tmtreating her, not 

to condefeend upon minute* particu- 

* 1* 

lars, but merely to itlate, by whofe 
power and contrivance Ihe bad been 
thus immured ; and the ftory of her 
death fabricated. 

‘♦.^S'cnncifely as I can, (replied her 
mother,} I wUi endeavour to inform you. 
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“ Ah, my deareft Eftella, when 
you (hall hear yout* parent’s fad hif- 
tory, you will, more than ever, be 
convinced of the danger of conceal- 
ment, and the miferies into which 
our palfions may involve us. Be ever 
diffident of your own jtjdgment ; nei- 
ther goodnefs of heart, nor even un- 
derdanding, art equivalent to expe- 
rience! PalTton tends hut to lead us 
into error ; 3 ^, %. is itfhtude of con- 
duct, that can us to hap- 

pinef? 
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CHAP. X. 

^ Oh« imittl m imrmi that iaactitucle of 
Which liJfteiw to di«y, jiot our parffiom ! 

TKOMtOV* 

*to her who iof^dult wadi.ir&i^|fitii mini^ 

My infant cbarjse X unli^ptls'd cofi£l|pn'd $ 

With teart and I fftteihee to her caEW, 

Remote froon tdiencef the precious pied|pe to hear ! 

What tongue my forrow, and my piaiitts can tcU, 
oft I preft^d thee, with a laft fareweli i 
ilrcanung tear#, each tejider kHis ia drown’d, 
Wliilcfreqttei^ tny flattering words coftfbund 


“ I HAD the llilsfortune to lofe my 
father, (faid the Lady,) in my uuiHeff 
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infancy ; and, two years after his de- 
ceafe, my mother raarticd Lord Win- 
terlein, a nobleman of confideiablc 
fortune and authority ; and alfo a wi- 
dower, with tme daughter. 

“ To the education of Agatha, his 
child, and niyfelf, my mother paid 
el][iial and unremitting attention, till 
I attained my eleventh year, when 
my misfortune# feff opened in the 

. -V 

irreparable lofs of that beloved pa- 
rent. 


“ Agatha, whom gratitude and in- 
clination had wafmly attached to my 
dear mother, finccrely fympathi’zed in 
my forrow; and our. grief feenjed 
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to defy even the fofteuing baud of 
time. 


“ Almoil immediatelv after her 
death. Lord Winterfein jdaced us, to 
finifli our education, in the convent 
of St. Agnes, where we remained 
tliree years ; at the expiration of 
which time, we returned home, iu 
order to celebrate the nuptials of 
Agatha, (who was three years older 
than myfelf,) with the Chevalier Vel- 
dentz, to whom Ihe had b<en af- 
fianced from cliildhood. 

“ vVlas, what an alteration had 
three fiiort years made in our do- 
nieftic refidence ! Lord Winterlein 
had laarried again, and all hh af- 
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f^ions centered in his new 

wife. 


“ I|e had never, even in the life- 
time of my mother, been afFedionate 
towards me, but he was now per- 
fedly unkind : I was fenfible I had 
no claim upon his regard, and there- 
fore bore his feverity in filent forrow; 
but the coldneik he foanifefted towards 
the amiable Agj^tha, &rprifed and con- 
founded me! 

“ In confoqnence of the very ear- 
neft folicitati^g*^ my dear Agatha, I 
was permitte^fo attend her' to the 
Chevalier’s cflBfete aflte?' her inirriage, 
inftead of * returnhtg’"io the cbnvent, 
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as had been Lord Wiotenfein’s inten- 
tion, and, wheje •! believe he would 
have been happy to have confined 
me for ever, had my not being a 
Proteftant * been a prevention to ray 
taking the veil ; for I was folely de- 
pendant upon him. 

“ With Agatha, I remained two 
years j and, <kring that time, formed 
an attachment to, tiie only fon of 
Baron Melfo^, which was never to 
be eradicated from my heart. 

“ Our regard was mutual, but ho 
dared nt^vfolicit me in marriage, 
being ,wb^ly dependant upon his fa- 
ther,^ defigned hho for a rich 

heirefii^ to whom he was guardian. 
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“ In the mean time, I fufFered 
the moft pdignant ’ fortoW, at wit- 
ncffing the unhappinefs of my friend 
Madam€‘ Veldentz, whofe hutband, 
plunged in gaiety and extravagance, 
was mining his fortune, and behaving, 
towards her, with the moft ruiel nca- 
led and contempt. 

“ About this period, the Baron Mel- 
fort died ; and my faithful Auguftu^ 
fucceeding to bis as foon as 

decency would pemit, threw himfelf 
at my feet, and conjirred me to onite 
my fate to his. 

“ I referred hii»- to»Ii>rd Winter- 
fein, thinki9g,^'flliit'‘^l«-^mf>'il<je^l^ft5d 
mother’s 
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attention ; and, at the fame time, 
fully confident Jie would approve 
a union, that would free hiift front 
all further trouble upon my account. 

“ Baron Melfort then immediately 
left me, to haften to Lord Winterfein, 
with whom he had no acquaintance ,• 
but, whom he hoped would ajiprovr 
his propofals. 

“ After his departure, it was a 
confiderablc ^me before we rcceii'^cd 
any intelligence ganceraiug him ; when 
it did arrive ! 

" CHit heavens! No fucceeding 
ai^gE^ i has been jd>}e to d^literate 
the ti^Miies i ejtpeiieoced!.,, 

V<RU ii*--* 
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“ Baron Melfort had, by accident, 
met Lord Winterfein at a friend’s houfc, 
■ fometeagues from the eftate of the latter. 

“ A raoft violent quanel had taken 
place betwixt them, in confequence 
of a difference of opinion in politics; 
a challenge was the confequence : they 
met, and Lord Winterfein was fo dan- 
gerouCy wounded, that his life was 
endangered, and Baron Melfoit obliged 
to fly the country. 

“ 1 received thj| affliding news, 
with a peremptory ^eflage, to return, 
without delay, to my father-in-law ! 

“ I dared not to difobejr the ciuel 
mandate j and, taking a tender leave 




THE FOREST. 


147 


of my dear Agatha, (who exprefl'cd 
the utmofl rcludance to part with 
me,) departed, full of afHidion, for 
Winterfein.caflle. 

“ Upon my arrival, I found Lord 
Wintcrfcin confined by the wounds 
he had received, and his death dally 
expcfled. 

“ I was received by Lady Win- 
terfein as the author of thefe cala- 
mities ; loaded with reproaches, and 
dofely confined to my chamber I 

“ The following day I was ordered 
to attend Lord Winterl’ein : with th.e 
hopes of foftening his refentment, 
flew to his l>ed-fide. 
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“ I found him cruel and vin- 
di(5live; his breaff boiling with re- 
venge at his defeat in the duel: exe- 
crating hk antagonift, and hating me 
for the attachment I had acknow- 
ledged ! 

“ My fighs and tears feemed ra- 
ther to exafperate, than to moliii’y 
him ; and, after exhaufting himfelf in 
reproaches, he extorted from me a 
folemn promife, that I would never 
unite myfelf to, or even fee Baron 
Melfort. 

*“ FrOTii tlitt day, • contrary I® the 
opinions and pi^ifUohls of his medieai 
attendants, lord. Winterfein' rapidly 
e;eca«eted WBh'rtStmiiftg toltb, bis 
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hatred towards me fecmed to acquire 
incrcafing inveteracy, yet he would 
not fuffer me to return to Madame 
Veldentz, (who, in repeated letters, 
urged it as a favour,) nay, he, at 
lad, made a pretext, of her having 
authorifed Baron Melfort’s addreffes, 
without firft confulting him, to quar- 
rel, and break off all intercouife with 
his daughter. 

“ Baron Melfwt, hearing that Lord 
Winterfein had recovered from bis 
wounds, returned from his place of 
concealment, and, addreffing a letter 
to hkn, full of the nmfi affe£Ung and 
genuine fowow for the eSeds of his 
rafimefs, entreated permiffion,. that his 
marriage nu^yet take place. 

h*3 
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“ I happened to be in my father- 
in-laws’s company whtn this letter ar- 
rived; but I have not language to 
deferibe the fury that pofiefl'ed him 
on the perufal. 

“ Not contented with rejecting the 
f)ropofaIs with the moP infiilting con- 
tempt his rancour was not fatisiied, 
till, by a courfc of deep-laid fchemes, 
too tedioiis to be now related, which 
the power and influence he poflefled 
enabled him’ to execute, he finally 
reduced the unfortunate Melfort from 

the pofleffion of a genteel compe- 
* ^ 

tency, to a ftate of aiftual poverty. 

“ I had refided near a twclvc- 
iv.onth Jjj WJntCrfeih callle, when it 
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v.'as iny ill fortune to att|a<5i tlu; 
’■( "ani of Count ffenburgh, who ,di- 
n,‘<fl!y inuiiu propnfaU to lajnl Wiii- 
tcrfciii, which w'cre, by him, uiftantly 

ucccplfcl. 

‘‘ In vain I made ufe of prayer* 
and entreaties, that the dreadful mar- 
riage might not take place ; in vhin 
1 fupplicated for permifilon to remain 
iingle ; my cruel flep-father was deaf 
to all I could utter, and I was com- 
manded to receive the Count .as my 
future hufbund, 

“ Feeling it impotable ever to 
entertain a proper regard for the 
Count, and to obliterate the tender 
recollejfliou of Melfort, I came to the 

I* 4 
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reii^ution conijeflljng my prior at‘' 
tachmcn*, .4»pd, ^pfevuiling. upon my 
dpilinect kiRfba^ tp wilhf^lini; hts pre« 
itgafion*^ 

“ But my hopes proved fallacious; 
the Count replied, “ that T muft fup- 

pofe him very deficient in gallantry to 

< 

refign me; that the avowal I had 
juft made, convinced him of my 
virtuf; and, that thotJgh he might 
not then b? fp fortunate^ as to pof- 
feftj my afie^lions, he doubted not, 
but, cop|lant tendernefe, and unre- 
luhling atteptieps ^on his^^^, wotdd 
in a (hptT^ timh, pnj^ge jhem." 

ciiyuinftancf«,i, I m. ftKtiUy lafter, 
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dragged to the altar; add, "as- fooit 
as the marriage* cerenmny 4ras "con- 
cluded, carried, by the Count, to 
this, his favourite eflate, near Min- 
dieheim. 

“ With him I lived in fplendid 
mifery near three years ; the confef- 
fion of my early attachment having 
rendered him fo diftreflingly jealous, 
that he feclirfed me, alraoft entirely, 
from obfervation and fociety. 

“ I could, however, have been 
pttfe£lly happy in conforming to that 
mode of living, had I been but indtf- 
ferent to the Count, but, unhappily for 
my repofe, I entertained a ftrong diflike 
towards hfm; which, thonghr it did 

II 5 
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not prevent me from fulfilling the 
duties I had promiled at the altar, 
yet rendered his perpetual fociety, be- 
yond meafure, irkfome! 

“ I'he rcfiridioii from feeing Ma- 
dame Veldentz, which,’ (in confequence 
of my father-in-law’s information, that 
fhc had favoured Melfort’s pretenfions,) 
was laid upon me, I confidered s}s a 
great hardfnip; and, if 1 murmured, 
that was the fubje<S. 

The only happinefs I enjoy- 
ed, was, in relieving the neceffitics, 
and foftening the affinffiems of tlie 
poor. 




Ah, the refleiaion of thofe mo- 
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merits, have foftenetl many fucceeding 
liours of ansitiifh ! 

O 


“ III adminifleriug comfort to the 
afflidod, how often, for a time, have 
I even forgot my own griefs ! 

“ And how frequently hav? I 
.icctifed myfelf of ingratitude at com- 
plaining of my lot, when I have be- 
held an unhappy fuffercrer, ftruggling 
with the accumulated miferies of pain 
of mind, jmerty and ficknefb! 

** The birth of my fon opened a 
pleafiug feene roy imagination ; I 
flattered myfelf, that the delightful 
occupation of attoding him, and im- 


1 
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jAantirtg 'thfe f€5(fcds virtue ra his 
infant would abforb my cares, 

and dififipate Ihe tecoUeiflion of my 
difappointments, 

“ Within a fortnight after the birth 
of his fon, Count Ifenburgh died ; 
leaving me the ^cafile and eftate near 
Mindleheim, upon the condition of 
rny remainiag a' widow ; by a lecond 
marriage I was -to give up every 
thing. 


1 had 'etittertaindd diiirefimg 
apprehenfitSaS, leH the:? Count flMmid 
have cottfigned - my '* diBff to the 
guardtanflilp of Ldrd^iWititevfein,' and 
enjoyed the moft lively fatisiafUbii ai 
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learning, be had <^>uted tl»t iruft 
to a relation of his own, whofe cba- 
radler was unexceptionable..-, 

“ As foon as my health and 
propriety would permit, I haftened 
with my little fon in fearch of ray 
dear Madame Vddenlz, from whole 
Ibciety and correfpondence I had been 
reftrided for four years ; but upon 
arriving, at ffae Chevalier’s eftate, 
heard the diftreffing intelligence, that 
the imprudent man, after diffipating 
his fortune,' had fold his property, aud 
oi«, could fell whither; and 
that my poor^ ftfeod, abandoned by 
etfery .one, boarded at the Convent 
«f Sh-Cbre.' 
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I will not dwell upon the 

f 

mutual happinefs that Madame Vel- 
dentz and I experienced upon meeting 
after fuch a long reparation. 

“ The \arietv of torrows that 
each had endured during that period, 
bioijght tears of fympathy to our eyes, 
whilft the retrofpe<5l of our happiei 
days checquered them with finilcs 
of gladnefs. 

“ Agatha readily ronfented to 
return with me to Mihdieheim, 
where I hoped we (hould pafs the 
remainder of our days’iit tranquUHty. 


I foon perceived that my ^friend 
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experienced the moft corroding forrow 
at the negled and detcrlion of her huf- 
band, of whom fhe waspaflionatcly fond. 

“ She acknowledged to me, that 
Ihortly after my marriage, when 
abandoned by him, fhe had fought 
her father’s protedion, (which was, 
granted to her, with full afluranccs 
of futuie favour in confequence of 
her promifing never to return to him, 
even if folicited), that in lefs than 
a twelvemonth, upon receiving a 
letter of aflfedtion and contrition from 
the Chevalier, ihe had inftantly 
quitted Lord Winterfein, though aware 
of the refentnient, which, by fo 
(foing (he would excite, and within 
fne months was again forfakeiu 
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I ufed every effort to foothe 
the afBf<?lion of friend, but it 
was not till many 'months had elap* 
fed that fhe appeared refigned to 
her lot. 

“ My year of ijaouming was jufl: 
expired, when we received an unex- 

r 

j)eaed, and I may add, unwelcome 
vifit, from Lord Wiaterfein. 

His behaviour was coid and con- 
ibrajned, though it was evident he 
wiflsed to app^r ftipndly,- and to gain 
my confidence. 

“ He cou^ net o^tceal the^pimv 
tification he^ eitgetipnced at tl>e ©win. 
diao&ip <>f tnyjfeoLliMng pen%ae4 to 
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Other haedst 'ori he ' impiited it 
to mt/ ii)finence * over the tttind of 
tin: l»ie Count. 

I faw him depart with plea- 
fure, and as Madame Vcldentz had, 
ill a great meafore, recovered her 
chrtrfulnefs, ffettered myfeif I Ihould 
experience more eafe and comfort than 
Lad yet fallen to my lot. 

" But it'wa*' not to be; oflScious 
friondihip! (for fuch I tnuft call it,) 
bretight to‘ my r«solle<Sk)n the - oir- 
happy Melfort ; reminded me of the 
folemn vows of everlafting love which 
; of his- roined for- 
Ibfelf Wdtifioodd'by his af- 
fe^U^'fitr'hiei a?tld^’dfgcd# ft®''' 
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I was free, I ought to fulfil my for- 
mer engagement 1 

“ I replied to thefe arguments, 
the folemn proraife I had given Lord 
Winterfein, and the obligation under 
which Count Ifenbirrgh’s will had laid 
me to remain fingle t 


" Madame Veldente perfevered; 

* 

and, though I refifted all her per- 
fuafions to fee the Baron, I, at 
length, confented to receive hia let- 
ters !” 


Ah, my dear Eftella! Take warn- 
ing from my fad llory-, and always 
ihun the firjl advance id * an ' a^kn 
which judgment forhidsJ 
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Refill the firft temptation, and 
the couqucft is "eafy ! But yield, in 
the laiallcft itiAanee, and each flep 
will involve you in freflt entangle- 
ments. 


“ Our correfpondence bad not 
continued many months,' ere I was 
aflonilhed at the difficulty with which 
I had fit# agreed to it! I was ioft 
to every fentiment but the plealuie 
it afforded ; and, every letter I re- 
ceived, ftrengthened the attachment it 
Ihould. have been the ftndy of my life 
to have combated. 

“ At. length, partly by flratagcm, 
and partly by perfuafion, I was in- 
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duced to fee him in the prefence of 
Madame Veldentz ; my promife once 
infringed, I had not refointion to re- 
fute fucceeding interviews ; and, after 
fome months, fo completely "Was my 
reafon fubdued by my attachment, I 
confented to a private marriage, which 
took place one evening; in the chapel 
of a neighbouring contoit; and to 
which Madame Vel^ntz, the prieft, 
and one othet perfee, were alonfe 
witnefs. 

“ We took every predaution, both 
before and after' odf onioQ, to con- 
ceal '’the Baron’s vihtst he c«ne to 
ns under a feigned name^ add. In 
every re^jeft, oWterved the gthirtdft 
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circurofpe<aion t yet, thougii affurcd of 
his affeiftion, andf feeling my own daily 
encreafe, I was not happy. 

“ The felf-teproach I endured at 
•having broken a facred promife, which, 
tliough extorted, I yet confidered a*- 
binding, was perpetual and exceliivc : 
and I accufed myfelf alfo witR (hp 
violation to . the late Count Ifeti- 
burgh’s will, in keeping podcilion of 
the eftates, which, by marriage, 1 
had forfeited. 

“ Bat there were two very forcible 
leafons. tl)^ oWiged me to , do fo ; 

grea,t neceffity there was to 
the .traoMion from Lord 
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Winterfein, whofe vindidive temper I 
dreaded; and the other, the reduced 
circumftances of Melfort. 

“ Our union had not taken place 
a twelvemonth, when, one night, 
after having fupped at the caftle, the 
dear, unfortunate Melfort, was aflaflin- 
ated* in a wood through . which he 
was paffing to his lodgings in the 
adjacent village. 

“ I will not attempt to delineate 
my agonies, on hearing this liorrid 
cataftrophe; grief and defpair would, 
undoubtedly, have hurripd me to 
the grave, had not Madame .VeJ- 
deutz, finding all reafouing -of no 
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avail, introduced my fwect Frederic, 
then jufl four ycaft old, to my bcd“lidc. 

“ The fight of the dear child, 
added to his innocent cart'fTes, brought 
frefh ideas to my mind; and, with 
the hope of proving ferviceablc to 
him, I once more chefithed life. 

' “ Three weeks had tlapfed riiice 
the melancholy ■ death of Melfort ; 
and I had not fufticienfly rcco\e)- 
ed, either my health or fpirits to 
leave my chaniher, when, one mor- 
ning, Madame Veldentz appeared fucl- 
denly, and, with a coitntemnice ol 
boitor and’ dillrcfs, infonneil me, 
Lord Winterfein had arrived. 
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“ The tttoft melaochiply ppefagej^ 
inftantly douded iry imagination! I 
felt affured, that my rpcent m^n-iagc 
was discovered; and that, en^ged at 
ray violated promife, Ix>rd Winlcrfein 
had come to execute fome fignal re- 
venge upon me! 

“ My unfortunate Melfort’s death 
rufhed upon my mind; I thuddcrecl 
at the horrid refledion', that hk af- 
faffins had never ' been <filcovered, 
and that the horrid deed had, per- 
haps, been contrived, by ray malig- 
nant ! ' 

I funk upon ^ douch, nearly 
exhauiled. 
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• O&r '' '(I my 

puniftiment is at %atid; I feol aflbred 
Wintei'fein. ■ difqovcrcd my 

\jniott with- and is come to 

upbraid mcT but I cannot fee him. 
.Tell bim how ill I am ; fay any 
thing to keep him from my piefencc; 
the fight of him, at this period, 
would, inevitably, kill me!” 

** Madame Vfeldentz faid every 
thing to comfort and confole me ’ 
tnd, by ti?prefenting to het father that 
I was extremely ill, with fome dif- 
Iculty, kept him from nty apart- 
uent 


“ My confiernatioa wa^ exceffi\ e, 
>pon learning, that Loid iYjjUerfcui 
vdi- II— .1 
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defigned to be. my gueft (br a whole 
month, as, in the' courfe of two or 
three weeks, I . had the prpfpcifl of 
becoming a mother. 

“ Madame Veldentz remained in 
my apartment that night ; and we 
pafled the time, till morning, in form- 
ing plans, to elude the fufpicions of 
Lord Winterfein, in cafe (whigh- we 
had every reafon to expefl) the 
awful crifis arrived before his depar- 
ture. 


“ Afttr revolving many different 
ideas, we finally determined', that, if 
my child Ihould be bom before Lord 
Winterfein quitted us, that Madame 
Veldehu^ftiould. immdtiiately , hallen 
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wJrti it #oM' tbe caftle, attended by 
one of the two ^male feryants, whom 
we had been forced to entnift*with 
the fecret; at tbe fame time leavins 
a letter to her father to account for 
her fudden journey, in which fiie 
(hould pretend to have heard tlding'- 
of the' Chevalier. 

“ The evening following the ar- 
rangement of the foregoing plan, I 
was taken ill, and, in the prefence 
of Madame Veldentz, Catherine, and 
the woman who was to attend in the 
iat?nded you, ray deareft Ef- 

tella, was born ! , 

‘‘ J.ord Winterfein, moil fortuitoufly, 
had gone upon a vifit nejgh- 


in 


FUGITIVE OF 


bearing eaftle, where he ’liras to re- 
main that night. 

Before it was day-light, , eye^ 
thing was prepared fw the departure 
of my friend and dear hafant : the 
diftreffing moment approached, and 
all the fortitude with which I had 
endeavoured to fteel my breaft, for- 
fook me. 

” I clafped yon, my child, to my 
agonized heart, and wept, in the fall 
conviAion, that ,I was bidding you an 
eternal ferewell! ' 

As well a^i grief ’-and “weaknefs 
would petinit; 1 iltipIoned’AMa^afoe 
Vetdent? .to 'regard, with maternal 
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teiulernef4P the bapkfs child, bora 
under fuch melaitcboly aufpicesj ^od 
entreated bLcr, oevser to unfold the 
biftOry of her ilklated parents, till 
fhe was arrived at an age to gather 
a ufeful moral from their misfor- 
tunes. 


“ Shocked at the impreffion 
fecmed to entertain, that I was pro- 
nouncing a laft adieu, Madame Vel- 
dentz threw berfelf into my arms, 
and, bathed in teais, lepeatedly pro- 
raifed the ftridteft attention to my 
infant; at the fame time, endeavour- 
ing to cheer me with the profpedl 
of her return, (which (hould be imme- 
diate,^ rappn tlie departure of Lord 
WinterfeiuJ,. when iny Ijealth would 
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be rc-eftabljihed, and fre* 

fi^nt you as a chilcl whom cKance 
bad introduced to ,hcr during her 
journey, and a^ted 

as her own. 

“ Yet all her attempts to fcanjfh rtiy 
gloomy prefages were in vainj I held 
her hand in mine, and 'entwined my 
arms round yon, who, thtcdn&ilo^s lof 
the partgs that tbhired'^ "ftwsii- of 
your fuffering" motlt^fi itino'-' 

cently in my’ face ^ Ihtew 

around you the" enami^ed hdart'an# 
thain, and entreated my friend to 
dbferve, that you amlhtntly Wt^e it 
in memory of yoiir uli!l>4||^'^^ihnti», 
(wfiofe mibiatures the hoatir Ahtamel^ 
but' not. JLo you ' id*' ih^^ectbi 
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fpring th||^ difcovered them^ till you 
Ihould have learned their ftory. 

“ When fonnii^ the plan for the 
removal of Madame Veldentz, we had 
agreed^ that Ihe Ihould take with her 
one hundred louis; but fo powerfully 
was I imprefled with the belief, that 1 
ihould np more behold her, that, reliit' 

» f 

ing all her aiguments to the contrary, 
I in^ed ujton lier taking the calket that 
o^ntained jewelSt and the remainder 
of, the money 1 had by me, which a- 
mount^ to a very conhderable fum> 

“ jP^lini^^the attendant who was to 
aqcoflipiBy.^ei;^ at length tapped at thf 
door, j au|^ ipformed Madame Veldentz, 
that the chaife was in waiting, and re- 
f 4 



17^ 6ir 

minded Her of tHe rilk Ifetit <|flay aalgHt 
occafion. 

“ Sijffocatc?d -w-ith tcatt^ r could 
Icarcely articulate my adieus, of re]peaf 
the prayers and blelSogs my heart 
diflated. My friend, nearly as macH 
overpowered as myfelf, yet firtifibie df 
tlje necclfity of quicHy* the, 

tore herfeif front my arma;' ajid ftWcing 
you alfo from my ethbrSce^, fittitied 
from the aparttbeaf, ’femtv 

weak, and cxhttufted, I ftmk ‘biefc ort” 
the bed, neatly inifetrfible. 

“ Lord Wintetfei»<iNliiifed Hrfwtt. 
days.”* I tmderftood frtfiB Ct^drfauf,' 
that he cx^wefled the’ 
fine at rCadihe his daughtet^t ^tbrf 
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and much lUrpdfed that any confider- 
ation fhould have fnduced her to aban- 
don me in* an illnefs that he uuder- 
ftood to be fo ferioufi ! 

“ Each day encreafed the difficulty 
of avoiding an interview with Lord 
Winterfein, who Continued an inmate 
in ray caftie, without fpecifying any,, 
time for departing. 

“ My attendant, Catherine, added 
0 ray various diflreffes by the gloomy 
md ittorofe manners the had difplayed 
rom the time Madame Veldentz had 
eft me. Poflfefled of a fecret, the 
-onceahttmU of which was fo highly 
raportatif, I dared not to rebuke her; 
nd thus conftrained to fub^nit to her 

I S 
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Alikin iirfoknciBi end^fod jfgiQtlwfi, pf 
the painAil , effeds Of ckndeftin^s ac- 
tions ! 


“ Four weeks had elapfed fioce your 
birth, when, one night,^after., having 
rang the bell for Catherine to affift 
me in undreffing, and fui|^ifed at her 
pot obeying the fummons, ^ remained 
reclined upon the fofa, the door of my 
chamber flowly opened* and'J-oed Win- 
terfeiu appeared! 

“ ImpreAed with iefxot 
not conceal, I. vainiy 
articulate a common fa^fioit. 

“ Indeed, had ho ^thp 

oh|ea of my deteftation *„iha4 Jl POt 
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fecretiy ndurilhed'tlie ho)trid idea that 
he was the contriver of my -dear Mel- 
for^s death, the fingular time he had 
chofeii for vifiting me, and his gloomy 
and difhjrbed air, would have been 
fufficient to excite my apprehenfionj. 

j 

“ Seating hirafeif on the foft, 
aftet a filence of fome minutes, which, 
I ha*d not the courage to break, he 

m. 

thus addrdShd me : 

** It & of no confequcnce to men- 
tittf by what means I have become 
a^nsnbthd ^ith your unjuftifiable con- 
dua; it fe»!hlfeiifent to you, that the 
ciaodeftine. viiits of Baron Mclfort 
fiiive th^ ‘ IcnoWleclge’ 

tll^ which they pm- 
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duced. C^l w recoH«sftl<>a< ttie foteimi 
promife yoa gave, nsvef to behold 
that objeil of Riy deteilation; 
and then aUk yOnr heart, if I hw^ 
not reaftai to hate and def^ife yon? 
On(^e incenled, I am iter kaj^anable; 
yet the punifhmcnt r %'ave deftined 
you is mild, in compaiifi^f to the 
jaiorraity of your fault 

“ At thefc words, aaif ASi mord 
at the furious looks of .Lorch Winter^ 
fein, my heart tSWrrea'f I tofe 

from the fofa, Ishdeavbafed ' tb 

reach the bell} be m©; gftd 

forcing me back to dry ehfeJiidNP, 
that all Tefiftaficte,^.©»i 
would be in vain ; tMt %JfS 
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iptei^ej^lsvi aqd ,the con- 
fidant of his ,p]ttns; that my illnefs, 
and the abfetice of his daughter, hav- 
ing givei;i him authority in the caflic, 
he bad avtdied hirafelf of it to dif- 
char^ the greateft part of my fer- 
vantfi that rooming, pretending hiin- 
filf diffiatd^d with their want of 

attention ; and, that thofc that rq- 
maihed, would be no impediment to 
his views.” 

“ ide then proceeded to fay, that 
forae fubtemaneous rooms near the 

ch#peh (of which Catherine had in- 
%!»3|ied.'hip,) were prepared for my 
that piy death Ihould be 

world j and that. 
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in folitude and iroprifimiOi^Qt I Ihould 
end my days; and,' he hoped, ex- 
piate ray faults by peniteiMXi.” 

“ I cannot paint ray fenfations at 
hearing this horrid doom, to which, 
my knowledge of Lord Winterfein’s 
chara(5ler left me little doubt but that 
he would adhere. 

“ I funk upon ray knees, and 
pleaded for pity and fbqgiyene^. His 
rancour even fe«t|i^ tq deriye myr 
force with my fuppJijBa^hs* 

“ He reproached, 

ray breach of promife, and vented the 
ftrongeft exeaations, again(^,,^dame 
Veldentz,^ fpr halving .fct;reted j you 
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from his ‘vetigeance, and reviled his 
own conduA in having been abfent 
from the ‘daftlej ‘ and, by fo aciing, 
allowe(f her the opportunity. 

“ He fpoke of the unfortunate 
Mebbri in the moft opprobious terms; 
nay, from what efcaped him in his 
rage, I am convinced he had givew 
the orders for his aflaffination I 

“ At ’ len^h, in an authoritative 
.Voice, ’’he eothmaltd^ me to rife and 
follow him; at the' fame time going 
to the door, he fummoned Catherine, 
tfitd’ ilfiftariffy i;^^red. 

feeing her I renewed ray 
prayers ihd cnttetttics. 
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“ Oh, Caiberin^! (I Crie^) you 
will not furelyjoin in ^rfecutmg me!” 

“ She futvcyed‘,’nie attefitively, 
but without Fepljing, 

“ Many perfons ’ (e^claitttc^ Lord 
Winteifein) irritated and incbnfed as 
I , am, lyould adopt much more 

• * , fr 

rigorous meafures ; x^ld ^ perhaps 
punilh your criminality with death! 
Do not, therefofe, hej|Jit«i my juft 
difpieafore with vaiif’tefiftance, 

^ Catherine Ihatf’attfiM you with 
food and neceiiarios 01%!^ ni^hti 
your rooms are weft ah«d, and I 
have waited till your and 

ftreogth were a little ceftored, that 
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yow might not^imiEgiue I^Ihught your 
deatHT- 

“ Bo you rail* it kindtiefs to 
endeavour to prolong a life you 
defign to render for ever miferable! 
(I repjidd)i ; hfttft I be torn from my 
dear chUtfistm, and my friend^ and' 
baniihed froirr the glorious light of 
the^*!leay'en(S!! no, no, you are 

not fo .mercilefs, you cannot defign 
facb erudty guilty I acknow- 

ledge; 6trt breach of protnife, 
has all' along been its own punilh- 
in|y 6iyh dmfcience has never 
ceafi^ P||hraid .me! Immure me 
in ^ Clipinvtfit, infflkfr upon me the 
feverefr i ’i^lncesi only • fometiraes 
indulge ,pie witU,^ a fight -of my 
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Frederic, of the dear babe who 
has as yet fcarce .felt the jweffure 
of maternal teaderpefs, and I will 
blefe your clemency ^with my lateft 
brcathr” 

“ I repeat all vainf 

(anfwered. Lord Winterfein), and 
your intreaties ufelei^f rife, and we 
•will conduct you to y<H*r 

“ Oh, hear me, me, (cried 
I, ftill kn^ling^,^ ^ yon IhAU here- 
after hope for % «ot tear 

me from my Oh, my* 

Frederic! why art thow'^ not ierc! 
your innocent pleadings fw ^ your 
wretched mother, would (often the 

■i * 

ffioft obdurate heart!" 
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“ As you ^<3efire your fon to be 
afFf^ionttely treatfefl, ’^e'afe thefe luper- 
fluous extlam^tidnst (i^turhe'd Lord 
Wftiterfein), and follow ' me this 
inftant." 


“ At thdfe I paufed, I dread- 
ed the power Lord WintCrfein might 
ulinu over my child, when the recoi- 
led^ th^t he was placed under the 
gjiardianihip of a man of excellent 
charadftr, conMed me ; yet fearful 
of exafperati|9ig' m|r crtiel perfecutor, 
left the ‘cpntequ^nqes* thould be fatal 
to my cnild, I rwlved no longer to 
ncift. 


deftiny, 


“ I' Ve%n“ m^felf to nljr* cruel 
iny, (I exclaimed); au I fuppli- 
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cate for, is td' beHold my Frederic 
once more; cofadu€f me to his bed 
fide, let me bfeftow’ upon? him, one 
iafh look and bleffiiig^ and I will 
accompany you to my prifon without 
another murmur.” 

“ You afk an impoflibility ! (return- 
ed Iiord Winterfein). It cannot be.” 

“ Ohi, fay not fo, (I replied in 
agony )l; but for five minutes. Jet me 
behold ray fon !” 

“ In fiippiicating to behold my 
fon, I loft every other reffefUon.^ I 
clafped the kngesf^df ra^ ’oppltffor, I 
wept, I conjured him in the moft 
.TbjeiSf' terms tb grant me the indul- 
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gence; he was d^iif to aU my pleads 
iags, and perceivmg ,him make a fign 
to Catherine, to affift him in dif- 
engaging himfelf from my hold, I 
made a violent, effort, and fpriagiiig 
to the door, ran through the gallery 
to my child’s apartment. 

“ I ruthed wildly to his bed.; 
he ^as in a fweet fleep, the woman 
who flcpt in his chamber, in another 
bed, was alfo afleep; I kneeled by 
his fide, and' in a fervent prayer 
implored heaven to blefs and protedt 
liimi 


Catherine purfued me. 


“ My poor lady is delirious ! (the ex- 
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claimed aloudV Rife ioftantly, Johanna 
and feck for afi(i{^nc>e.” 

“ Oh, Johanna ! (I cried), beiteV' 
me, I am not delirious ; alas, I an 
but too keenly fenfiWe of my woes 
help me Johanna, they W^wtld tea 
me from my child!” 

“ The wildnefs of tny matme 
irapreffing the woman with ^th? 
convidion, that | was a<2ually deliri 
ous, Ihe haftily, Wnupfied' herfelf . 
a bed gown, and quitted tito. room. 

“ Catherine fei?ing,,'jpe, in 'Ite* 
arms, forcibly endeavoured to rewov* 
me from my Frederic’s bed. Unabl. 
to contein anyfelf, I idtered A plain 
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tive cry ; my child awoke, and feeing 
me, extended hi» little arms, I funk 
upon the ^ed, and embraced him with 
fervor; Catherine, in vain, effayed to 
remove me. 

“ Oh! merciful Ood! (I exclaim- 
ed), blefs this Beloved infant! protect 
him from the power of my barbarous 
perfecutor! I will endure patiently 
every grief and hardlhip with which 
J am .threatened; if, I may dare hope 
that my peaitem^e and refignation 
may expiate my* own faults, and draw 
•down bleffmgs upon the dear offspring 
firom ' whbra* I- am thus cruelly 
cmveyed 


The ablation of my fpirits t^as 
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claimed aloud)^ Rifs inAaatly, Johaana, 
and feek for afijftan«e.” 

“ Oh, Johanna ! (I cried), bdicve 
me, I am not delirious ; alas, I am 
but too keenly fenfible of my woes; 
help me Johanna, they would tear 
me from my child!” 

“ The. wildnef®' ■ of my manner 
impreffing the woman with ^the 
convidion, that I was a^ually deliri- 
ous, Ihe haftily, wi»|)peid’ herfelf. in 
a bed gown, and, quilted tithe, room. 

“ Catherine feizing.(HHSe^ in 'Iter 
arms, forcibly endeavoured tn i|unove 
me from my Frederic's bed. Unable 
to cofttaia inyfelf, J uttered 4 plain- 
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live cry ; uiy diild awoke, and feeing 
me, extended hi» little arms, 1 funk 
upon the Ijed, and embraced him with 
fervor; Catherine, in vain, effayed to 
remove m^e. 


“ Oh! merciful <5od! (I exclaim- 

cd), blefs this Beloved infant! protefl 

him from the power of my barbarous 

perfecutor.f I will endure patiently 

fvery grief and hardfhip with which 

I am .threatened; if, I may dare hope 

that- my peqdlotK^e and relignation 

may expiate ray* own faults, and draw 

# 

•down bleffings upon the dear ofispring 
tom whbm' I- am thus cruelly 
conyeyed 


The a^tation of my fpirits ^as 
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too much for my jexltaufted frame fo 
fupport; I fainted, *nor recovered my 
recolledion, till after 1 had been fomc 
time in this dreary chamber, where 
1 found myfelf, upon opening my eyes, 
placed on the bed, and Catherine 
adminiftering different means for rny 
recovery. 

“ She Haid with me that whole 
night, and from her I learned that 
upon my fainting, (he had, with the 
affiflance of Lord Wittterfcifl, carried 
me back to my chamber h^ore the 
return of Johanna.! who, u]^n entering 
my room with another fetaf^le fervant, 
(whom (he fummoned to my fyppofed 
alTiftance) M^as informed, by Catherine, 
that I had grown tdlerably compofed, 
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and had thrown myfelf upon the l)cd, 
the fancied with tfce intention of gohii.; 
to deep. 

“ Johanna and the other woman 
retired, and . Lord Winterlein, imme 
diately coming fromaclofel, in whith 
he had concealed hiinfelf till theii 
departure, aflillcd by Cnthens.c, re- 
moved me in the date of infcnlibilitv 
into which I had fallen, to theiV 
difinal rooms which I have from that 
period inhabited. 

After feeing me immuiod in 
this fad prifon, with a tlricl charge 
to Catherine to give me every poYliblc 
aid, and to remain with me that 
whole night. Lord Winterfein depart- 
veL. It — K 
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ed, and I rejoice that from that period 
I have never beheld him. 

“ After defcribing to me - where 
fhe had placed the food and other 
neceflaries I might require, Catherine 
llrongly urged me to endeavour to. 
fleep ; you will eafily believe that was, 
.in my agitated ftate, for fome time 
impoffiblc ! 

“ At length, wearied 5nd exhaufl- 
ed, I funk into , a fort of dumber ; 
how long it continued I know not, 
but when I awOke, I felt feverifla 
and thirfly, I called repeatedly on 
Catherine, but received no anfwer; I 
fprung from the bed, the lamp burned 
brightly on^ the table, and ‘the fire 
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remained in *(lie chimney, hiil ] 
perceived my jaifor had efcaped v/liijfr 
I was aOeep, apprehcnfive, perhaps, 
that I might have made fonn" ciTnrts 

to hav*e Tol lowed her, had I known 

* 

the time of her" departure. 

“ 1 feized the lam[> and lra\ cried 
the different rooms in my pr>lhn ; i 
found them all tolerablv iuraiiie’d, 
and well carpeted ami j/iafted. 

From their ap>>^arance, I judged 
them to have bee* in tliat dale fume 
time; and coixinded Ihein to have 
been defigneE^ piaccs oi faihiv and 
concealme^'t' at tlie time \vh.en our 
countrv much dffnirbed with ci'ril 

comrrtd-ion§. 
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“ It rather aftonifhed me, that I 

(* • 

(hould never have 'h^artk of thefe 
fubterraneous rooms; ignflfrance 

of ' them convinced me, that, in all 
probability, Catherine was the .Imly 
one in the famif^jlCl^l^ainted with 
their exiftence. ' 

. “ After furveying my melancholy 
abode, 1 returned to my fire fide, 
which I fupplied plentifully with the 
wood which Catherine had left me, 
and trimmed m; lamp, having muth 
apprehenfion that either fttoiild ex- 
tinguiih and leave me in total 
darknefs. 

“ I had no watch, and the time 
crept fo flowly that I began ^ think 
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the promife Catherine had given me 
to return was ^ fabrication to amufe 
me, and that it was Lord Winterfein’s 
intention I (hould periih for want. 

“ Cathie at length appeared ; 
from her I learned that my fuppofed 
death was believed throughout the 
caille and village ; that the great 
precautions of Lord Winterfein, render- 
ed deteflion impoflible, and that 
my fweet Frederic was to remove 
the following morning to the houfe 
of bis guardian, Baron Weinhaiiffen. 

“ I rejoiced in my own mind 
that my dear child wpuld fo entirely 
be tahen from the power of Lord 
Winterfein; and made many 'enquiiics 

K 3 
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roiicerniiig him, to which I had the 
rapture to hear he w«s well in health, 
though I was the following inftant 
nearly luffocated with tears, when 
Catherine added, 

“ To be fute, poor dear, he grieves 
inccffantly after you ; he difeovers an 
infinite hiare of fenfibUity at his early 
age !” 


“ The recolle£liof| of my fon fo 
completely overpowered me, that I 
heard not another fyllable that was 
uttered by Catjierine,; I felt the 
barbarity of my criiel ftep-father 
{)erhap‘^ more keenly at that moment 
than at any period previous or fuli- 
fequctit. 
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“ Catherine perceiving me thus 
abforbcd in grieft retired. 

“ She had no fooner quilted me, 
than I funk upon my knees and prayed 
for refignation and compofure! After 
feme time I felt much calmer, and 
I again prayed for the prefervation of 
my dear children • and* Madame 
Veldentz.' 

“ Ah ! what an ineftimable bleffing 
have I found religion during my long 
captivity! but for the confoling balm 
it afforded my forrows, I inufl inevita- 
bly have funk under their pr^'ffurc ! 
But I refigned inyfelf to tlwt fublinie 
pafTion ; it infpired me with con- 
fidence and tranquillity; and I dared 
» 

K 
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to hope iny fervent prayers for tl»e 
happh^efs of ray claldren would be 
heard at the Throne of Mercy ! 

“ I fupplicated to beliold my 
children again, and many of the 
lingeririg hours of my captivity have 
been foftened with the confolatory 
idea, that* heaven would grant me- 
that ineftimable bleffingf 

“ Catherine brought me food and 
other neceffaries very regularly : .1 ever 
interrogated her concerning ttiy fon, 
and her anfwers were always fatisfadtory 
during his childhood. 

‘‘ Bat to my enquiries concern- 
ing Madame Veldentz and jrauj my 
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poor Eftelia, fhe always protefted 
entire ignorance^ 

“ About three years ago, a very 
vifible alteration took place in the ■ 
conduct of Catherine ; her health was 
declining, and to that circumftancc 
I imputed her change of manners. 

“ Inftead of bringing ihy food 
and retiring in a few minutes, (as 
had been her <uflom), Ihe would fit 
with me for fome hours, and frequent- 
ly endeavour to account for her con- 
currence in Lord Wintcrfein's cruel 
proceedings; by expatiating on the 
very great temptation that money 
was to a woman in her con- 
dition. 
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She appeared anxious to ex- 
tenuate her conduct, «by affording me 
every comfort , my lituation- v/ould 
permit ; Ihe brought me books, mate- 
rials for writing and for work, in 
fliort every article I feemcd to dcfire ; 
and, what was more gratifying than 
all, would recount anecdotes of iny 
fon, which occafionally came to hei 
knowledg<\ 


For iny own part, { had for a 
long time ccafcd to regard her witli 
enmity or difpleafure ; I confidered 
her as a woman dazzled by the 
brilliant offers of an artful man, and 
once inveigtetl in his fnares, too deeply 
entangled to extricate heAelf, even 
if fuch was her defire; the remorfc 
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that appeared to confume her excited 
my coramiferation^ while the concern I 
could not'forbeajf teftifying at her re- 
peated complaints of indif{X)htion, yet 
fccnied to encrcafe it. 

“ yVboiit four months ago, I un» 
derftood my fon was arrived at this 
caftle, which he had never vifite,d 
from the lime he was four years 
old. 


“ Ah, how ardently I longed to 
behold him ! Thofe who have not 
experienced the feelings of a mother, 
can fc lu.cly conceive the fenfations that 
jKu v aded r 'j heart ! 

“ I alto (earned, that he was ac- 
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companied by , a youQg ^tiy, wh«a|;5 
it was hd to 

marry ! 

“ Oh, Eftella! I’^ian nev>er re- 
collea what might' h%y«- iij^ned, 
without Wefljng the providential in- 
tervention that prevente^l that dread- 
ful event! 

“ The Bjvcning your 
Catherine repaire<i^tef looks 

alarmed me: (he ^i^fufed, 

and breathlefe. 


ea^pnfi»%,t|ji^ ^ca«fet 
&fit (kib IhfiMnaedr.Ji^t'^ 'lilmie 

caftle had 

by the elopeipont df its ThiC'- 
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then drawing the heart and 

• « 

chain frdm her pocket, prefented it 
to me, l«id enquired, if I recol- 
lected it? 

** Till' fi^'of the memorial, which 
i^£hftd> 3.t parting, beftowed upon my 
chlldt agitated me, beyond the power 
of eRprelB^ 

.♦‘AAt I eagerly enquired, 

by wibit ' Disit^kbi^it had fallen into 
ller hsnds? 

iT% then,' the heart and chain 

jada 'tbrdM^^ieer Hie baby that dread> 

" " •* *“^ ** ♦ 

when Madatm Yeldentz* de- 
(Hfied Cadteiitie fearfully.) 
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“ Ah, yes; (I replied, at tfee 
fame time touching" the firing, and 
difcovering the? miniatureii.)* Have you 
forgot thofe features?”" 

“ Then let us rcjeiceC^^^Madain, 
(Catherine continued,) that the''ytS||^ 
lady has efcaped the Count’s povfet, 
(or, as fure as I' exi^^lhe is your 
daughter ? 

“ Gracious heavt^l j^xclatmecli) 
What is it you fayF ’4^y ' daughter f 
It cannot, it mull not bet Haw can; 
you be fure that 'lids betongeil 'to the 
lady who has been tefidcag^’lk^n? 
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tbfi bottom of the flight of fltjps that 
leads from tibe h^l to the Park, (an- 
fwered, Catherine;) and lyhat con- 
vinces me that it dropped from the 
neck of the young lady who efcaped 
this moniitg, is» fliat yeflerday, I faw 
heri i»m a diflance, walking in the 
gardens, with Ulrique and Gertrude: 
the had nq^iflipak, and I was flruck^ 
with the ^4ppefirance of the. heart and 
chaiOj, which reminded me of that 
I bad ib oftCtt ^aen in your poffef- 
fiqW, though was not fufficiently 
rmt hkr t» diflinguilh that it was 
tile ideiittcal fame.'' 

“-'It is really impoflible to de- 
my tqioai^ S| this afilirance!’ 
The ideay tba^ my fon was In love 
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with his owii fifteri petrified me wMi 
horror! and, from th»l Ittmrjr till this 
night, in^ wxetche^fs ia<^not to be 
conceived ! 

“ I heard not of fenced 

back to the calOe till this 
when Catherine announced it, adding 
,the dillreffing i^firmab^ that 
marriage was (^jiftiii^ % place 

this night! 

“ At this intellllpiMaft, I gnnv 
nearly fiantic with hMip, tMtd eoi^ 
fared Outherine, bf a t^^gswaral tk 
your birth, to a»«rt jiadfB, > 

and, at the £Mipe tiiiw«^m(hm8iiii^j|i0r 
ftwre in die i^epdtean pmcK^ «| 


Xoni Wiateileim 
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“ Her terrors of that inhuman 
m’jini '(who ' ftrll * Uws,) were fiich, 
l4iat thought^ 1 am convinced a real 
penitent, and participating in my dif- 
tra^ng feata, '•left you dmald form a 
inarriagie(#ith'iyoQr brother, it was a 
time before I could induce 
her to calm my fears, by promiling 
con^lkiKx. 


I fucceeded; and, as 
- an OI^ hitirftacerity, (he taught 

4 Xfp the the fthiing pannel, 

jybough 1,^ eeadd.inot prevail upon her 
fo ,gtwB^pfulhe Itey 4>f the grated 
dttatui. . 

(twreti of the 

pannel vma, to me, bighl^'ftitisfadbary^ 
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I determined to remain near to it that 
whole evening, to *liften attentively, 
and, if I thould find by footfteps pafs- 
ing to the chapel, that Ihe had (aHed 
in her promifcs, byjafipearing at the 
grate, and* announcing 
(hip, to avert the horrid 

“ In confeqnehce |f i, the ,4iiilck« 
nefs of the wa^ls,. not 

confidered,) thouj^ Ip^pan* 

nel, and endeavouthf^ SWdh ‘'tfikj 
found, I heard nothing your pidth^ 
ing (hriek penetrated nay ' aiH| 

filled me with diihadioQ ; I Removed 
the pannel, and yoii krMpr id*- 
lowed. 




But my emotions wCfC fo iHd- 
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lent, that fcarce knowing what I did, 
I, as inftautiy ciol^d it, and the next 
'niiuntc repenting that J had done fo, 
again fought the fpring, but my lamp 
^tipped from my hand, and, in fceking 
to i»cov«yf ll,. I fell foroe fteps. 

It Viras not till fome time after 
I hSbd fft-kiadled my light, that 
cduW again afcend 

tlie fi4i‘ the pann^]*; and, 

eWf, thing wa» quiet, 
{fete roem tlihrted. 

I t|0lurhed to this chamber, con- 
fdfed tl>® ”*y appear- 

ance lild wfpught the effe<ft I dc- 
ffre^; y«*^ full of anxiety to behold 
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a . i „„ 'f 

Catherine again, to learn farther in- 
formation. 

“ And now, my dear Eftella, I 
have, as fuccinSly 4he {>ertaibation 
of my fpirits have related 

the detatt of my 
fortunes. 

“ May the_ naj^^^^pefc .©a 
your mind the 
the Jirji 

vince you, that j^antowa 

which dazzles and tnl^ds, . but . |f 
too freqtieiWfly jj^ xemat^ 

and vexation. 

“ While *■ virtnaos facrifice aifti-’ 
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mately brings its reward in the fweet 
remembrance of itsspropriety ! 

. Above all, -that .piety can foothe 
the .greateil ■ cahmaities humanity may 
be called j pa to endure; and that the 
trials tiittdt would relift every argu- 
ment of philofophy, may be fupportcd 
by th« fahtimn power pf religion.” 
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CHAP. XL 


Oh, ibou maternal fofincfs ^ heajflSti^ 

Thus kneeling, bathins wHb 1(4* 

Swear to cad off ea(^ fomi r 

The world, its honours^ 

1 Q thee alone devoted f ^ 


The feelings oifj;lTefll>ax|!i, upon 
quitting the apartasitewt fin-, 

cied he had beheld the lliade of his 
deceafed mother,’ were Various , and 
agonizing. 
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He retired to Jhis chamber, and 
pafled the night ih a ftate of anxiety 
bordering upon diftraAion. 

His mind wa$ a chaos of doubt 
and appijebenfion ; and, tlr*ugh weak- 
ened iteitli the* lofs of blood, the 
wound in his forehead had occafioned, 
he lus apartment with the 

firft daw|t of morning, and repairing 
to the fsttosm? dkpatched a meffage 
to Eftefia, fohiditpg ihe would allow 
Kira half an home’s converfation. 

The tnH^atlhn that followed his 
requeft, inat (te.'ifJB. no where to be 
fbuinJ,'*', created the moft diftreflirtg 
imag^ In his mind; and iummoning 
the women he had placed as her at- 
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tendants, he foon learned, in reply 

# '' 

to ' his interrogatories, th^t ihe had 
vifited the chamber of Catherine at 
a late hour the foregoing night, (in 
confequence of the poor woman’s 
earned enti^ty), and, nauc^,, to their 
furprife, had not returned own 

room fince that hour. 

Ifenburgh indantl^ ^.hucn^ io the 
dying penitent ; at his 

vehemence, and 

quences of bis rage .wbe|i£..)t9 jlBh<^d 
hear that the auad^fer 

in the imprUonroe^.l^i^j ^ imot}^, 
was, for a cohfidc^i^^ nt^ l^ le 

to r^ly to his enquim^ teli;^ any 
of the part|cid»« (mi|dh^M;e bulg- 
ed to £fi#|. 
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{?o language can paint the fenfa- 
tions of .)Btenbur|b, when encouraged 
by his alHirances oi‘ pardon ; (he did 
confefs the leading circumflauces of 
the iniquitous"' tn^traent his haplefs 
parent bad ex^rlenced! be waited 
nof tbr 'particulars, but quickly haften- 
ii^ to the fpSrt {he directed, fought 
the/'driW ebolc ^ bk unfortunate 


years old, at the 
%ie5 fnppofed^ death was 

pokiplpd.l^! a fond recoi- 

Iedbwv^-^'|w|%&m grateful 

tendemefs. 

lu^ li|ithHred in Qwnmifera> 

tipft oi.W' he panted 
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to enfisld her in his arms, and evince 
the duty, refpefl, rfnd affejStion that 
agitated his heart. 

Eftella, in her eagernefs tlie pre- 
ceeding night, had forgotten to dole 
the pannel or the grated do0| j.t con- 
cealed ; Ilenburgh haftily • defcended 
the flairs ; Eflelhi ajBsd , 
were too deeply 

to hear his footflep|,j||ti^||l^^ tke 
chamber and Jfeo fif®t 

of his parent ! 

Their ratiHial 

ceived hut M 

the fame minute he 
blefled Providence! ')kid' uttcr^- &»- 
coherent eipefihHSi of both joy and 
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grief! while tlte fiforoneft, cttfolding 
him to her heart, in a delirium of joy, 
appeared ‘to forget every furrow (lie 
had fuftained in the extatic tranf- 
pott that iftiilted throughout her 
.heart ! 

Eftelia, who had, on the fit II 
gtkhfffe oi flWftbuigh, involuntarily 
l^eened . his obfervation ? 

beh«!®4 “(lie intcr\ icw with 

deli^^ raptm^ !* 

h^JjTcfcncc, 
Ite&fj^^pdPMiving he^^ifeover- 


“ As a cricd)Jmay . 

L 3 
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I fc^dt yotuTi tpaifobh < fdr. 
which ignopaucer— w* 


j^e pauiit^ unable .^ ^jt^ecee^} 4he 
Barone& fook Eildia'iP’ haa4« ^uni 
putting U> within hia, (SKiuinedi 


Let U8 not, tay deat thildre®, 
fuUy our pref<^t * fc^j^ty, 
retrdpi^^lionsi 

fc^et every ISH* 



rupted Ifi 

friend, I wlU v<>^ 
future cOndbd iKvii 
of roy aflferritW#! 
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I (o'ieKpiate, 
but it fiisll be my fludjr to endeavour 
to atone 4for ali offences, and to lull 
the vciiaetobtonce 'of your affe^ions 
my dear mother, the molt unrc- 
mittitig^y(exi^«mefs and afSdutty. 


‘‘ lift os 'jobw quit this* horrid 
has *fo }ot\g 
; return to 
you are Me 
future couuM, 
fe«** whofe pride 
in his 




•CHAP. xn. 


A nd bloot^ng peaese 0all <»ver Mftiir thy lOQfiit 
'Swfcee^yCTrrtb<itrJteia^ 

And ase, unheeded by ^licbt* <!0Bli%,jMh ^ 


Upon 

the mother of/t 
nounced hef tnanli|^V 
Baron Melfbrd, ai$d[ 
obligation to 
upon the eftaie 
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But the genevofity 6f^ her fon 
would aot liear ol the ktter condufion ; 
he contended, 

“ That thoO^ fee toight forfeit 
the caftle and ellate in conformity to 
the will of his father, that fee could 
not in JufHee refofe fo accept it as 
a fea*}| toSlinony of Kis filial 
lot-c’" 

>i& were too 

illfeiefotiin" tl» be rejeded; 

' feortly • legaUy 
wealth and 


.jljfter ' wrh}*^ « drcumftantial 
litail to fingular 
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train of events that ,bad 
and entreating biai t6 4© Min- 

dlehetra, Ifenbnrgb decl^re4 bi* Joi* 
tentions of fedsing tbe; iflftl»p«%Xard 
Winterfein, to punith him according 
to his d^ferts. 

The Baronet^ apprebonfive of the 
danger that -might accpe tOyJhen&m, 
warmly, combated his ; . ye| 
Ifenburgh was obfthatef’^^ljly^ii, on 
tbo day previous lo-4^]^'^inte»ded 
journey V ItifonspMtidn aiTh»«||- tint, Ifff 
iug learned Ids 
went of the Barooeb p»$ 

:pjd dreading thp 
in confeqoenee purJtMj 

Init'.a 
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veflel haA been at fea, (he 
WM wjjjjpfcet! t yet tlste crew ittd pai- 
fetigers faved, with the cxceptibn oi 
the deteftable L<»rd. 

Every fucceeding day feemed to 
confirm the good difpofitions which 
Ifehburgh had difplayed from the mo- 
Bient his mod^^r was reifined, and 
his affitnty t»j£iteUa difcovered. 

His inirrora had proceeded 

fithtti' a educfationEi and ‘never 


good; and 

havh^ at 'lepgtfa dbttaioed a 
every* Vriih was« 
promote 
I. S 
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the happincfs of his mother and 
lifter. 

He avowed, in confidence, to the 
Baronefs, his intention, of bellowing 
upon Eftella a fufficient dowry, to 
render her, in all refpe<^, an. eqtHd 
match to Siglfmund, and, ^ by ’that 
means, remove every# obje^n that 
his narrow-minded ’ fithtit 
pole to their union; at the'.fi^e time 
entreating, that, wa» 

fettled^ his fiflw 
ignorance of his .intentionsi. ^ 

She, howev^4 

information to Ihto Baiodftlib 
Marchio»e& SofeMMiaOv 
ftie had hMiji iniotbtf)*' 
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whilft. «a inmate In Stralzi caftlc, 

• ** 

was^ the mother of her beloved Sigif- 
iQund. 

Baron Mansfeldt having been ho- 
noured with the dignity of Marquis 
Rofenbaim, and the title of Lord 
Meldorp beflawed upon his fon, very 
diortly aft®' the latter’s departure froqi 
Lefp6o«>‘. 

The /irtilf#' ®f Lord Meldorp, at 
hC^^hel^ %1 k» hueiled there upon 
the packet, ba- 

fetifation from 

“■» t 

^ thing was 

te' theif mutual httisfa<5Hcin; 
tted> in renewing their vows of un- 
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alterable iove^ fec<diei5y;^'T«6^-paft 
aflaifUon^ , ferved ,but 'to 
extatic fR^nfport of their prefeni Mi- 
city. 

j 

BarondF Mclfoit, charmed 

with her fim-iu-Iaw, aitd -<(hsUghted 
with the contemplation of his ha|^- 
nefs with Eftella, anduth^ ««idhi^y 
that fubfiiled 

burgh,! -yc^ ft the , of ,a 

month, forhcwe to w^flbe* 

of carrying.^ h<w; 
haim, 

promife, ( 3 fhi<d» 
that the|^ ^4^ 

time to ela{de wh&fil vihi^g |il^ 
dleheim. 
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Eilelto’s ttceptim at Rofenliaim 
tWis, in every refpefl, gratifying to 
her feelftigs; the MarcWonefs over- 
idielmed her with tenderaefs; and, 
from every individual in the family, 
Ihe received the moft flatteting tefti- 
ndnicB of regard. 

.Thfe' familf' of Straizi haftencd to 
RofenhaSea, congratulate and com- 
^ioaeiit HbUi her and Lord Meldorp 
u|«ii^th<dT tAddh. 

eariieft op^r- 
4dity '4f pan of his 

fhat rd|uired‘*e](|d:hiatfoo. 

As the ecMifidential friend of Si> 
giicOtmd, be had been entnifted with 
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I . ■■ " < . 

the event of hit nprriage, aHwl' every 

o 

circumftatnaB reiative to his acquaia^ 
ance with Eftella, from its fitfl ewBi- 
mencement, to her fu{q>ofed aooe^liBe 
of Ifenburgh’s protedtiwi. 

Thus prejudiced agaioft her, h«» 
for fome weeks after her> introdudion 

V V 

tp Stralzi caftte, confidtredther as a 
defigning giti« ateadoned^'li^'libe man 
ibr whofe iAt fite had reaMbeed her 
vows and engagements hla cma&n ; 
and, by an artful ^icatbjn* impQ^si 
upon the mdu^ #3|H^ 
his mother. 

What fiiei^hensd timfe JRifp^ 
dons m kk ttindM iiiik, ^#tttrMyon, 
that, thoK^ <.(b» to> 
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X 


iktail the iocideats of her life con- 
iuteatiaUjr to Baronefs Stralzi, (he had 
dudioufly* avoided to mention every 
curcQmdance tliat concerned Sigif* 
mund. 

The innocence orEftella’s manner';, 
however^ gradually removed thefe in- 
jurioue ideas ; he began to believe 
her (lory, to think probable his 
cou&i.tn^j^ have be^ impofed upon 
by the artifiets ?<of and, he 

tiSlMved^ on the nlgitt of the maf- 
^rade, trBdtN* the chatttSer of the 
magiciait, to ttonfe her curiolity by 
glanchlg at eveiMir' which (he had 
cencdaled itt her nayra^O,’ wid induce 
lier to plaiBe otmlldhboe' in him, when 
he jhdii#hyow httnfi#.* 
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tB<s" inforAiifiiMi'''!»l' had 
Ifenbur;^% i^ilet, ‘had beert»pur^in|* 
the fugitives to -— , returned front 
his fruitlefe journey the morning fol- 
lowing the ihaf<}uerade^ 

He fodiKi'’lhe whole'' faahilf hi 
diftreft abd corifieraaSlfott iil tike-. «*»' 

t 

ie^eftt ’■ 6f * Ellisl^'; ' 'body foE^vPala- 
mede learw^di lSSid'^^idlJ tlfti|»'Sinient*’ 
ed, was the oh^, fC. Ifo af- 

fe^oh, 
fon 


liiiill ''h 
bimj but, 


THp^ VpJt^SX. , 23J , 


ip| i|ilfle4 

to take. tbc road .l^ards 

Ifenburgli’s |>actc^ arrivj^<|» , during 
their hbfett^; but the pdSaiger had 
received '■tku^ ftrifleft injun£lions to 
give it iW Lord Meldbt||*|a own hand, 
followed *^ift *with fo much expe^ 
dition, , a$ ta. it two days 

after he htul left. Stral# caQle. 

;|Jpou purufittjl tb® .S|gM- 

inimd, ai»*a|4, aud oyerjc^fd, hurried 
towards Mind^^^ whilft Palamede 
iidufufd J**® 

pii^atB, #n4.«vf^.^r«p^uce 
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Madame Veideatz, agaia aban- 

o 

doned by her Jiuiband, (whofe per- 
fuafiona had caused her to negleft 
her charge, and follow his fortunes,) 
at the expiration of fome months, 
fought Eftella at the convent of St. 
Clare. 

Grief and ttpoii ^ 

bad never been ^feccfVfed there, ten- 
dered her tietrly ■ ^e up- 

braided herfelf as the «mpn of every 
misfortune that * have ^fallen 

her ad^tied child t* ii# theft' 

poignant remorfe ^r mibd, 

that (he (bi»iid iMwe >|Mi ledne^ to 
abandon hee ! * 


By the diige^iim ’ef idle 'Jlftthelk (he 
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repaired to Miadiebeim, and theoppo- 
lite fcnl'ation& of joy and bonder (he 
there e.^pfrienced, nearly overpowered 
her (haltered conflitution. 

She blefled heaven ftr tlic, mira- 
culous fMefervalion of - Baronefs Mel- 
fort; acqjl^ herfidf M'tWs firft caufe 
of her mfsfortuiies; Ihed tears of com- 
pmilhon at liavlng quitted , Eftella ; 
and thtOi tejoieed, in the raoft af- 
fedling manner,’ at- the perik that be- 
lovtd <d>jed had efcaped, and the 
happy deffiny had helhllen her. 

Batonek Bidlforti^by' fbe moll af- 
fiduous tchdernels, endeavhai€d to re- 
concile hdr -Wend to the condufl (he 
deprjated; add, by perpetually dwel- 
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ling upon ttje c<>tkfe<|1ienc<^ W 
had in the ei?d produced, girasSiafly 
vanquifljed her chagrin and vexa- 
ticD. 

Many' weeks h4'd net |affcd fincc 
her refidencp'’irt MindleMifil; when 
ftie recellw^ ^ of the 

Chevalier Veidcate’s 4^ who, hav- 
ing entered'‘|if*1^,j4(>»lftVit' 
ting hU lewat 

engagemieatt^ 
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ment, without yielding td.tlie deepeft 

The attentions of Baroncfs Mel- 
fort, at length diffipated her forrow; 
and gratitude and aifeAion towards 
that valued friend were ever the 
predoioinant eraotions of her breafl. 

Whatever; prpjpiifity to vice Ifcn- 

burgh 

emerging into the. world, his own 
rede^l^onit on the miferiea which the 

^ mother, effieauallj 

«ieigu!ihcd. 

% IWW*# *^,.h?PPme<s ,w^ 
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ever the primary wilh of his foul; 
and, in conftituting''her felicity, h€ 
effeiflually eflablifbed his o\?n. 

I’ranfported with his dutiful atten- 
tions ; with the traits of goodnefs of 
which he daily gave frefti inllances; 
and equally delighted with the af- 
ledionate condud of Efielia‘’and Sigif- 
mund, Baroneft Mclfort feemed to for- 
get her fonner mifortes , itf -her pre- 
lent ftate of bjils! 

Yet her misforttmeif' fiiirfer 

be effaced from- her CQiiod, tb4i|^ 
the recolledion, far 
ful, 'rendered her 
fenfible of the nutaetio^ 
then polfofled; and' (we^M hean* 
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^ rapturous gratitude to the Power 
^ jiad fupportdl her throughout her 
ladings!, 

.Catherine furviVed her conlcriion 
fome years; and» at her earned en- 
treaty, retied to a neighbouring mo- 
naftery, tvhere, in unfeigned peftitcucc, 
(he terminated her life. 

The mutual attachment of Edella 
and Sigifmund, increafed with tlic 
contmuance of their union. 

Heaven bleflcd them with chil- 
dren, in whom they found the com- 
platipft of earthly happinefs; and, in 
*lulfilling delightful and cxtenfive 
dutia of nature and aflfeflion, their 
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hoQfS jgUdbi m minterrupited 
while #HS«r ifhftiies “and beoe^^i|;^pe' 
diftifed to all around thet^ gladtidi 
and content. 








